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Key Speakers: 

• Janet Jobson, CEO, Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation 

• Honourable Thoko Didiza, Speaker of the National Assembly 

• Nelson Muffuh, United Nations Resident Coordinator 

• Representatives from UN agencies, diplomatic corps, private sector, and civil society 

organizations 

Caption: Attendees at the 3rd Annual United Nations and Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation Post SONA High Tea held in Cape 

Town  

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 
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1. Summary of Janet Jobson’s Submission at the Desmond and Leah Tutu 

Legacy Foundation Event 

Caption: Janet Jobson, CEO of the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town. 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

 

Janet Jobson, CEO of the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation, welcomed 

distinguished guests, including Hon. Toko Didiza, Speaker of the National Assembly, and 

Nelson Muffuh, UN Resident Coordinator (RC), along with other esteemed attendees. She 

expressed gratitude for their presence in the newly renamed Desmond and Leah Tutu House, 

which serves as the custodian of Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s enduring legacy. 

Context and Urgency of the Moment 

Janet highlighted that the gathering comes at a critical juncture in human history, marked by: 

• Deepening conflicts 

• Widening inequality 

• The rise of autocracy 

• The escalating climate crisis. 

Despite these challenges, she emphasized the resilience, courage, and shared determination to 

create a better world—values that Archbishop Desmond Tutu embodied. 
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Archbishop Tutu’s Legacy and Call to Action 

Janet reminded the audience that Archbishop Tutu was a "prisoner of hope" who never turned 

away from injustice. He championed: 

• Hope as an active force for change 

• Collective leadership and radical compassion 

• Moral courage in the face of adversity. 

She quoted the Arch’s famous words: "Do your little bit of good wherever you are; it's those 

little bits of good put together that overwhelm the world." 

However, she argued that today's circumstances demand more than small acts of goodwill, they 

require bold, urgent, and collective action to address the world’s most pressing challenges. 

South Africa’s Role & the Lessons from History 

Referring to President Cyril Ramaphosa’s recent State of the Nation Address (SONA), she 

underscored the importance of: 

• Choosing unity over division 

• Transforming adversity into progress 

• Recognizing that peace, justice, and equality must be actively built, nurtured, and 

protected. 

Given South Africa’s own journey from oppression to democracy, she stressed that the nation 

must continue striving for justice and equality. 

The Foundation’s Commitment & Call to Action 

Janet reaffirmed the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation’s dedication to these ideals, 

emphasizing their work in: 

• Empowering children as active citizens 

• Developing youth leadership for humanity 

• Facilitating dialogues on critical social and global issues 

She urged everyone in the room to move beyond promises and commitments and work 

collectively to turn aspirations into tangible action. 

Closing & Transition to the Next Speaker 

She concluded by thanking attendees for their participation and seamlessly transitioned the 

floor to UN Resident Coordinator, Nelson Muffuh. 

  



 

 
 

5 
 

2. Summary of Resident Coordinator, Mr Nelson Muffuh’s Submission at 

the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation Event 

 

 

Caption: Nelson Muffuh, United Nations in South Africa, Resident Coordinator speaking at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape 

Town.  Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

Opening & Acknowledgments 

Nelson Muffuh, UN Resident Coordinator (RC) in South Africa, began by expressing gratitude 

to Janet Jobson and the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation for hosting the event. He 

acknowledged the Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon. Toko Didiza, along with diplomatic 

corps, private sector representatives, civil society activists, and government officials in 

attendance. 

He highlighted that this gathering, now in its third consecutive year, is not just a space for 

reflection but also a networking and co-creation opportunity for all stakeholders. He welcomed 

several UN colleagues present, including representatives from UNICEF, UNFPA, ILO, UNDP, 

FAO, and the Resident Coordinator’s Office, reinforcing that this was a collective effort. 
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The Urgency of Action in a Time of Crisis 

Muffuh framed the discussion in the context of the urgency of action, emphasizing that the 

world is facing: 

• Complex humanitarian and development challenges 

• Persistent inequality and economic hardships 

• Climate change and sustainability concerns. 

In reference to President Cyril Ramaphosa’s State of the Nation Address (SONA), he 

commended the Speaker’s leadership in steering national discussions during this crucial time. 

He emphasized that no time must be lost in addressing South Africa’s pressing issues, and that 

leadership must be guided by integrity, focus, and intentionality. 

A Collective Responsibility & Inclusive Collaboration 

Quoting Archbishop Tutu’s belief in moral responsibility, Muffuh reiterated: 

"In the face of injustice, if you are indifferent, you are taking the side of the oppressor." 

He warned against inaction and complacency, stating that failure to act now means choosing 

despair over hope. Instead, he called for collaboration across all sectors, urging that the 

collective response must be: 

• Sustainable and inclusive 

• Focused on reducing inequality 

• Mindful of the impact on both people and the planet. 

He highlighted those stakeholders from all sectors including government, private sector, civil 

society, traditional leaders, and development partners, must work together to achieve these 

goals. 

The Role of the UN in South Africa & Development Priorities 

Muffuh reiterated the UN’s commitment to South Africa, particularly in the context of the 

newly formed Government of National Unity (GNU). He pointed out that multi-party 

collaboration demonstrates what is at stake and the need for effective cooperation. 

The RC aligned the discussion with South Africa’s Midterm Development Plan, which closely 

mirrors the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), focusing on: 

• Job creation and an inclusive economy 

• Reducing the cost of living and addressing poverty 

• Building a capable, ethical, and developmental state. 

He underscored that the private sector also has a critical role to play in these efforts, specifically 

mentioning Vodacom, Nedbank, and MTN, as examples of corporate entities that must actively 

contribute to South Africa’s development. 
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A Call for Bold and Respectful Engagement 

Mr Muffuh closed with a strong call to action, stating that the UN is ready for business, 

collaboration, advocacy, and convening spaces for meaningful change. However, he stressed 

that this must be done respectfully and inclusively, recognizing that all stakeholders are merely 

parts of a larger puzzle. 

He urged everyone to: 

• Reflect on what is working and what is not 

• Engage UN colleagues present at the event 

• Strengthen emerging partnerships 

• Take decisive action, as there is no time to lose.  

•  

Conclusion and introduction of the Speaker of Parliament, Hon. Thoko Didiza 

He expressed deep appreciation for everyone’s presence and commitment, reiterating that the 

event was a space for meaningful interaction. He then invited Speaker Toko Didiza to share 

her reflections, allowing her the flexibility to speak from her seat or come up to the podium. 
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3. Summary of Madam Speaker, Hon. Thoko Didiza’s Submission at the 

Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation Event 

 
Caption: Honourable Thoko Didiza, Speaker of Parliament at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town . Photo: © UN South 

Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

Opening & Acknowledgments 

Madam Speaker Thoko Didiza opened her remarks by expressing gratitude to Janet Jobson 

(CEO of the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation) and UN Resident Coordinator 

Nelson Muffuh for organizing the convening. She acknowledged the presence of diplomatic 

corps, private sector leaders, civil society, and community-based organizations, emphasizing 

that all attendees held unique responsibilities in shaping society. 

She light-heartedly referenced her expectation of a traditional tea gathering, underscoring the 

significance of Rooibos tea as a symbol of South African heritage, before shifting focus to the 

real purpose of the gathering, honouring the legacy of Archbishop Desmond and Leah Tutu. 

Desmond & Leah Tutu’s Legacy: A Call for Justice and Humanity 

Didiza emphasized that the values upheld by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Mama Leah Tutu, 

peace, humanity, and justice, remain fundamental to South Africa’s journey. She commended 

the Foundation for preserving their legacy and ensuring that these values remain a guiding 

principle for leadership and governance. 

She stressed that societal progress should not be solely about economic profit but about creating 

meaningful impact for humanity. This, she noted, is what true leadership entails moving 

beyond rhetoric to action that positively affects people's lives. 

Reflections on South Africa’s Political Landscape and the Government of National Unity 

(GNU) 
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Referencing President Ramaphosa’s State of the Nation Address (SONA), Hon. Didiza noted 

that while the five-year government agenda has been outlined, its successful implementation 

will depend on collaboration across different sectors. 

She addressed questions about navigating her role under the Government of National Unity 

(GNU), explaining that the legislative function remains unchanged regardless of political shifts. 

The role of Parliament is to: 

• Create an enabling legal environment for governance 

• Ensure participatory lawmaking, allowing diverse voices to be heard 

• Conduct oversight on government actions and expenditures. 

She pointed out that laws in South Africa must be inclusive and participatory, with mechanisms 

in place for citizens to challenge legislation that does not reflect their interests. Parliament, 

regardless of party divisions, must serve as the collective “ears and eyes” of the public. 

The Role of Civil Society & Partnerships in Nation-Building 

Hon. Didiza emphasized that building an inclusive and just society requires the active 

participation of civil society and development partners. She acknowledged that prior to 1994, 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs), churches, and international partners played a crucial 

role in dismantling apartheid. However, she pointed out a post-1994 shift where international 

partners assumed South Africa could now sustain itself independently, despite the massive 

legacy of inequality inherited from the apartheid era. 

She called for a renewed partnership approach between government and civil society, 

particularly in: 

• Tackling youth unemployment, which she described as a ticking time bomb 

• Creating entrepreneurship pathways for young people to ensure economic inclusion 

• Leveraging international experiences and best practices to find innovative solutions. 

She cited Norway’s youth transition programs as an example of how structured interventions 

can help young people find their career paths beyond traditional university routes. 

Nation-Building and The Importance of Unity in Diversity 

Hon. Didiza discussed the importance of fostering national unity, highlighting that building a 

cohesive society requires conscious effort and inclusive policies. She reflected on South 

Africa’s complex identity, where people celebrate national victories together (e.g., sports 

triumphs) but remain deeply divided on political and social issues. 

She shared a personal anecdote about her son's interracial marriage, illustrating the challenges 

and opportunities of embracing diversity in real-life contexts. She argued that nation-building 

is just as important as infrastructure development, and fostering true inclusivity requires: 

• Challenging biases and fears that hinder integration 

• Ensuring that economic policies benefit all citizens, regardless of socio-economic status 

• Encouraging collaborative efforts between communities to reduce inequalities.  
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She noted that gentrification, economic disparities, and social division must be addressed 

holistically to create a truly united South Africa. 

Global Solidarity & The Role of Parliaments in Fostering Peace 

Looking ahead to South Africa’s hosting of the G20 and the Parliamentary 20 (P20) Summit, 

Didiza underscored the critical role of parliaments in shaping global solidarity, peace, and 

inclusivity. She emphasized that parliamentarians must speak with one voice on matters of 

global injustice and work to mediate conflicts by understanding the perspectives of all sides. 

She cited her experience as Minister of Agriculture, where she facilitated land reform 

discussions between white and Black farming communities. She emphasized that progress 

requires acknowledging historical injustices while also addressing the fears and concerns of 

those affected by change. 

She urged UN agencies and international partners to share their global expertise to help South 

Africa navigate complex socio-economic challenges. 

Conclusion: A Collective Commitment to Peace, Justice, and Humanity 

Hon. Didiza concluded by reaffirming South Africa’s ongoing journey toward justice and 

equality. She reminded attendees that while 30 years of democracy may seem long, it is a brief 

period in the context of undoing centuries of injustice. She called on leaders, development 

partners, and civil society to recommit to Desmond and Leah Tutu’s vision of justice, peace, 

and humanity—not just in words but through tangible actions that create real impact. 

4. Nelson Muffuh’s Call to Action 

Mr Nelson Muffuh, UN Resident Coordinator (RC) in South Africa, expressed deep 

appreciation for Madam Speaker Thoko Didiza’s powerful post-SONA reflections, calling 

them an inspiring call to action. 

He emphasized that the gathering was not just about social engagement over Rooibos tea or 

MCC (Méthode Cap Classique), but about meaningful discussions and active participation. He 

welcomed new arrivals, including DIRCO representatives, diplomats, and development 

partners, and encouraged them to contribute their perspectives. 

The RC urged attendees to not only ask questions but also share reflections on: 

• How to strengthen partnerships 

• How to better collaborate across sectors 

• How to turn the Speaker’s call to action into concrete steps. 

He then handed over to Dr. Kefiloe Masiteng, Head of the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office, 

to lead an interactive discussion. 
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5. Dr Kefiloe Masiteng’s Introduction to the Reflection Session 

Caption: Head of Office in the UN Resident Coordinator’s office, Dr Kefiloe Masiteng moderating a discussion during the Post SONA High 

Tea held in Cape Town . Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

Dr. Kefiloe Masiteng echoed the RC`s sentiments, reinforcing that it was now time for deep, 

collective reflection on what the State of the Nation Address (SONA) means for South Africa’s 

development agenda. 

She framed the discussion around key themes: 

• The role of strong, collaborative partnerships in achieving national development goals 

• The urgency of accelerating progress toward 2030, given that time is running out 

• Recognizing that development is not the sole responsibility of government, civil 

society, the private sector, and international partners must all play a role. 

She stressed that every stakeholder in the room had a responsibility to contribute solutions, not 

just critique problems. She called for: 

• Short, sharp reflections ("mini skirt" interventions) to the point and impactful 

• A focus on actionable insights and commitments rather than long-winded speeches. 

She then opened the floor for engagement, randomly selecting initial speakers to spark 

discussion. She encouraged all participants to prepare their contributions, emphasizing that the 

conversation must centre around: 

• What practical steps can be taken to advance South Africa’s development? 

• What must be done better? 

• How can partnerships be more effective in addressing key challenges? 
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6. Summary of Mike Serame’s (Vodacom) Reflections  

Caption: Executive head, External Affairs for Vodacom Group Limited, Mr Mike Serame (centre) at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape 

Town. Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

Mr Mike Serame, Executive Head, External Affairs for Vodacom Group Limited opened with 

a light-hearted remark directed at UN Resident Coordinator Nelson Muffuh, teasing about 

discussing matters further on the hiking trails. He then expressed appreciation for the insightful 

reflections shared by the Honourable Speaker and other dignitaries, emphasizing key 

takeaways from President Ramaphosa’s call to action. 

Key Themes: Social Cohesion & Nation-Building 

He underscored the importance of social cohesion, particularly in the context of South Africa’s 

evolving democracy post-elections. He noted that many stakeholders recognize the need to 

recalibrate national efforts toward unity and integration. 

He affirmed Vodacom’s commitment as a private sector partner to supporting government 

efforts in this regard and expressed a desire to do more. 

The Role of Non-State Actors & Civil Society 

Mike emphasized that civil society and non-state actors play a crucial role in nation-building, 

beyond philanthropy and welfare initiatives. He highlighted that Parliament must take a 

stronger role in supporting and engaging with civil society organizations. 

He referenced progressive faith-based movements as historically significant drivers of social 

justice, citing Desmond Tutu’s advocacy for liberation theology and faith-based activism. He 

argued that such movements still have a critical role in fostering national unity and 

development. 
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Lessons from International Social Compact Models 

Drawing from his experience in Denmark at the International People's College in the mid-

1990s, he pointed out that Nordic countries have successfully implemented social compact 

models that foster: 

• International peace through dialogue 

• Collaborative governance between the state, private sector, and civil society. 

He suggested that South Africa and the African continent could adopt a similar approach, using 

deliberate educational and leadership programs to shape future African leaders. 

Strengthening Continental Integration: People-to-People Diplomacy 

Mike highlighted that South Africa’s foreign policy performs well at a state-to-state level, but 

people-to-people diplomacy remains weak. He advocated for African universities to integrate 

more students from across the continent, creating: 

• A diverse academic environment 

• A stronger sense of Pan-African unity 

• A new generation of African leaders with a continental perspective. 

He called on Parliament and relevant ministries to take the lead in promoting intentional 

political and economic integration within Africa, particularly among the Frontline States. He 

suggested a model that balances economic collaboration with national sovereignty to ensure 

sustainable regional development. 

Conclusion and Final Thoughts 

Mike concluded by thanking the speakers and attendees for the opportunity to share insights. 

His remarks highlighted: 

• The urgent need for greater social cohesion post-elections 

• The role of civil society and faith-based movements in nation-building 

• The value of international models of social compacts 

• The necessity of fostering people-to-people relationships across Africa 

• The need for Parliament to champion youth leadership and continental integration. 

Key Takeaways from Mike’s Reflections: 

• Social cohesion is a priority—nation-building efforts must be intentional and 

recalibrated post-elections. 

• Civil society’s role extends beyond charity—it must be recognized as a key nation-

building partner. 

• Parliament should lead the charge in fostering deeper societal engagement, learning 

from global best practices. 

• African youth leadership programs should be developed to create future Pan-African 

leaders. 

• South Africa’s foreign policy should prioritize people-to-people relations, not just 

government-level diplomacy. 
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7. Summary of the Norwegian Ambassador’s Reflections 

Caption: Gjermund Saether, Norwegian Ambassador to South Africa at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

The Long and Complex Journey of Reconciliation 

The Norwegian Ambassador, Gjermund Saether acknowledged the challenges of nation-

building in South Africa, particularly the time it takes to achieve true reconciliation and 

economic transformation. He expressed shock upon discovering a street in Brits, Northwest 

Province, still named after Henrik Verwoerd, the architect of apartheid, raising concerns about 

the lingering symbols of the past in a country striving for inclusivity. 

Drawing from Norway’s own history, he highlighted how reconciliation is a long process, not 

an event. He shared a personal anecdote about his mother, who took until her seventies before 

she could bring herself to visit Germany, despite it being a different country from the Nazi-era 

Germany she grew up fearing. This story illustrated that: 

• Historical wounds take generations to heal. 

• Peace agreements or democratic transitions do not instantly erase deep-seated traumas. 

• Reconciliation requires consistent effort, acknowledgment of the past, and time for 

individuals and societies to process change. 

He also referenced Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which has revived historical tensions in 

Europe, illustrating how the past can remain deeply influential in shaping present realities. 
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South Africa’s G20 Presidency and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The Ambassador shifted focus to South Africa’s leadership in the G20 and its commitment to 

solidarity and equality, aligning with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). He 

emphasized that Norway fully supports South Africa’s chosen G20 agenda, which prioritizes: 

• Solidarity among nations. 

• Reducing global inequality. 

• A collaborative approach to addressing poverty and development challenges. 

He criticized those who try to divert global attention away from poverty and inequality without 

offering solutions, affirming that Norway remains committed to addressing these issues 

alongside South Africa and the UN. 

Invitation to the Nobel Peace Prize Event 

He extended an open invitation to attendees for an event on Monday at 2:00 PM, co-hosted by 

the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation, focusing on: 

• The Nobel Peace Prize and youth engagement and the role of young people in shaping 

peace and reconciliation efforts. 

This served as a reminder that peacebuilding and development are continuous processes 

requiring intergenerational involvement. 

Conclusion and Key Takeaways 

• Reconciliation is a long, emotional process—it cannot be rushed or forced but must be 

actively nurtured. 

• South Africa’s G20 presidency is a crucial opportunity to emphasize solidarity and 

equality in the global agenda. 

• Norway fully supports South Africa’s G20 focus on addressing poverty and inequality. 

• History continues to shape political realities today, as seen in both South Africa and 

Europe. 
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8. Summary of Former MEC of Health, Mme NomaFrench Mbombo’s 

Reflections on the GNU and South Africa’s Resilience 

Caption: Dr. Nomafrench Mbombo, former MEC Western Cape Government at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

South Africa’s Unique Political & Social Dynamics 

Mme NomaFrench began by acknowledging South Africa’s complex and often contentious 

socio-political landscape, characterizing it as a country where disagreements and tensions are 

common. However, she emphasized that this is a natural part of democracy and nation-

building, noting that conflict, debate, and struggle have always been part of South Africa’s 

history. She expressed optimism about the country’s ability to navigate these challenges and 

move forward despite its difficulties. 

The Government of National Unity (GNU) as a Political Achievement 

As a politician, she reflected on the formation of the Government of National Unity (GNU) 

following the elections, highlighting that: 

• Few countries in the world, especially those with South Africa’s history, could 

transition to a power-sharing government so smoothly. 

• Despite perceptions of internal political “fighting,” the GNU has managed to function 

without major violence or unrest. 

• The mere existence of a working GNU is an achievement, considering that many of its 

members were former political adversaries. 
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She pointed out that it has taken less than a year to establish a cooperative arrangement between 

parties that once stood on opposite sides of South Africa’s political divide—a testament to the 

country’s resilience. 

Putting South Africa’s Challenges in Perspective 

Mme NomaFrench cautioned against excessive self-criticism, arguing that South Africans tend 

to focus too much on their struggles and internal conflicts without recognizing their 

achievements. 

She provided a personal reflection, likening political disagreements to family disputes, where 

even parents and children or siblings argue, yet remain part of the same family. She drew a 

parallel to former enemies now working together within the GNU, emphasizing that while there 

may be disagreements, they are part of the democratic process, not a sign of failure. 

Confidence in South Africa’s Future 

She ended with a strong declaration of national pride and confidence, stating that despite its 

challenges, there is no better country in the world than South Africa. 

Conclusion & Key Takeaways 

• Conflict is normal in a democracy—disagreements should be seen as part of progress 

rather than failure. 

• The Government of National Unity (GNU) is a significant political achievement, 

demonstrating South Africa’s ability to unite despite a difficult past. 

• South Africans should recognize their resilience instead of focusing solely on the 

negatives. 

• Political disagreements are part of democracy and should not be seen as instability. 

• South Africa remains one of the most remarkable nations in the world. 
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9. Summary of Sipho Seakamela’s (DPME) Reflections on Localizing Change 

& Personal Responsibility 

Caption: Sipho Seakamela, Special Advisor to the DPME Minister at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

The Need to Localize the National Development Agenda 

Sipho Seakamela, representing the Department of Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation 

(DPME), began by reinforcing the importance of localizing national plans and policies, as 

highlighted by the Honourable Speaker and President Ramaphosa’s State of the Nation Address 

(SONA). He emphasized that development cannot be the sole responsibility of government 

officials, politicians, or policymakers—it must also be driven by individuals, civil servants, 

and communities at all levels. 

Leading by Example in Personal & Professional Decisions 

To illustrate his point, Sipho shared a personal example: 

• He travelled from Johannesburg to Cape Town for a two-hour meeting, choosing to 

return the same day instead of staying overnight, despite being entitled to a hotel and 

rental car. 

• He questioned why he should spend government resources unnecessarily when an Uber 

ride could suffice. 

• This, he explained, is an example of making practical decisions that prioritize efficiency 

over entitlement. 
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He urged attendees to adopt a mindset of "doing more with less," rather than waiting for 

policies and regulations to dictate responsible behaviour. 

Personal Commitment to Youth Mentorship & Community Engagement 

Beyond his professional role, Sipho mentors third-year university students, emphasizing that 

giving back to communities should not be dependent on government directives. 

He pointed out that: 

• His work at DIRCO (Department of International Relations and Cooperation) for 18 

years gave him the knowledge and network to empower young people. 

• Instead of waiting for the Minister of International Relations to launch a formal 

program, he took the initiative to mentor students himself. 

• Similarly, faith-based organizations, community groups, and private individuals should 

actively contribute to social development, rather than waiting for government 

intervention. 

Reviving the Spirit of Community Action & Self-Reliance 

Sipho called for a return to the spirit of self-reliance and activism, reminiscent of the solidarity 

movements during South Africa’s struggle against apartheid. He urged: 

• Individuals to take responsibility for social change, rather than assuming it is solely the 

government’s duty. 

• Communities to proactively engage in nation-building efforts, whether through 

education, social services, or economic empowerment. 

• Faith-based and civil society organizations to reclaim their historical role in community 

mobilization, rather than waiting for formal government recognition. 

Conclusion & Key Takeaways 

• Development must be localized, change starts at an individual and community level. 

• Government resources should be used efficiently, and leaders should set an example by 

prioritizing impact over entitlement. 

• Personal responsibility is key, everyone, regardless of position, can contribute to 

nation-building. 

• The spirit of activism and self-reliance must be revived, just as it was during the 

struggle against apartheid. 

• Faith-based organizations and civil society must take initiative in community 

engagement rather than waiting for government directives. 
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10. Summary of Zandile Ndhlovu’s Reflections on the Blue Ocean Economy & 

Inclusive Development 

Caption: Zandile Ndhlovu (aka theblackmermaid) speaking on the Blue economy at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

The Role of the Blue Ocean Economy in Sustainable Development 

Zandile Ndhlovu, who lives and works in the Blue Ocean Economy, emphasized that the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are deeply connected to ocean-based industries and 

opportunities. She highlighted the need to ensure that South Africa’s majority population 

particularly historically marginalized communities can access the benefits of this sector. She 

pointed out that discussions about land reform and economic inclusion must also extend to 

ocean resources, as they offer significant economic potential but remain largely inaccessible to 

the majority of South Africans. 

Moving Beyond Job Creation to Meaningful Economic Participation 

Zandi argued that job creation alone is not enough, true economic empowerment requires: 

• Ownership & Shareholding, Communities must have a stake in ocean-based industries, 

not just low-wage jobs. 

• Education & Skills Development, Schools and training programs must equip people 

with the knowledge and expertise to access maritime careers. 

• Infrastructure & Resources, Communities need better access to maritime areas, 

including ports, fishing zones, and ocean industries. 
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She urged stakeholders to not only integrate marginalized groups into ocean-based economies 

but to do so in a way that fosters long-term economic independence. 

The Lack of Diversity in the Maritime Industry 

Zandi shared a personal observation that she is often the only Black person on boats and ocean-

based projects, raising concerns about the lack of racial and economic diversity in the sector. 

She called for deliberate efforts to expand access to the maritime and ocean economy, ensuring 

that Black South Africans and marginalized groups have real opportunities to enter and lead in 

the field. 

A Call to Action: How Are We Doing Better? 

Zandi closed with a critical question: "How are we doing better?" 

This was not just a rhetorical question but a challenge to all stakeholders—government, private 

sector, and civil society—to take concrete steps toward making the Blue Ocean Economy more 

inclusive and accessible. 

Conclusion & Key Takeaways 

• The Blue Ocean Economy is a key part of South Africa’s SDG agenda and must be 

made accessible to all. 

• Job creation is not enough—real inclusion requires shareholding, education, and 

infrastructure. 

• The maritime industry lacks diversity, and systemic barriers must be removed to enable 

broader participation. 

• A challenge to all stakeholders: How are we doing better to ensure ocean-based 

opportunities are truly inclusive? 
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11. Summary of Mr Zaheer Laher’s Reflections on South Africa’s Global Role 

& Development Priorities 

Caption: Mr Zaheer Laher, DIRCO at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

South Africa’s Identity & Foreign Policy Approach 

Mr. Laher reflected on ongoing diplomatic discussions about South Africa’s response to global 

developments. He emphasized that President Ramaphosa’s State of the Nation Address 

(SONA) reaffirmed South Africa’s core identity and values: 

• A developing African country with a unique history and global perspective. 

• A nation committed to multilateralism, development, and peacebuilding. 

• A country that must align its foreign policy responses with its historical values and 

developmental priorities. 

He argued that understanding "who we are" as a country provides the foundation for how South 

Africa engages with international crises and global shifts. 
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Global Sustainable Development & South Africa’s Role 

Ambassador Laher linked South Africa’s foreign policy priorities to broader United Nations 

and multilateral frameworks. He emphasized that: 

• South Africa is committed to the global sustainable development agenda, particularly 

in line with the UN Summit of the Future, which was adopted in September. 

• The country’s G20 priorities—solidarity, sustainability, and equality—are directly 

aligned with the SDGs and the broader global development agenda. 

• South Africa’s role in Africa, including its leadership on economic integration through 

the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), is a crucial part of its foreign 

policy strategy. 

He reiterated that peace, security, and economic development in Africa are central to South 

Africa’s diplomatic efforts and that these efforts must be pursued in partnership with other 

nations. 

Strengthening Partnerships Beyond Government Diplomacy 

Laher echoed earlier remarks about the importance of partnerships beyond state actors, 

highlighting that: 

• The private sector and civil society must play a greater role in South Africa’s global 

engagement. 

• Diplomatic efforts should extend beyond traditional government-to-government 

relations to include corporate stakeholders, community organizations, and international 

development partners. 

• Collaboration with both developed and developing nations is key to achieving the 

country’s long-term development goals. 

Call for Continued Dialogue & Engagement 

Ambassador Laher concluded by welcoming ongoing engagement with the UN system and 

global partners. He emphasized that open dialogue and multistakeholder cooperation are 

essential for ensuring that South Africa’s national interests align with broader global 

development goals. 

Conclusion and Key Takeaways 

• South Africa’s global engagement must remain rooted in its identity as a developing 

African country with a strong history of multilateralism and justice. 

• The country’s G20 agenda priorities: solidarity, sustainability, and equality resonate 

with global UN priorities and should be a guiding framework for international 

diplomacy. 

• South Africa is committed to advancing economic and peace initiatives across Africa, 

particularly through the AfCFTA and other regional collaborations. 

• Diplomatic engagement must expand beyond governments to include private sector 

leaders and civil society organizations. 

• Continued dialogue and cooperation with global partners, including the UN system, 

will be essential for achieving long-term development goals. 
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12. Summary of the Japanese Ambassador, Shimizu Fumio’s Reflections on 

Human Dignity, Education, and Economic Growth 

Caption: Japanese Ambassador to South Africa, Shimizu Fumio at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

Acknowledging Global Divisions & the Need for a Common Philosophy 

Ambassador Shimizu, newly appointed as Japan’s Ambassador to South Africa, acknowledged 

his limited knowledge of the country’s realities, having arrived just a month ago. However, he 

offered personal reflections on global challenges and South Africa’s development priorities. 

He observed that the world today is increasingly divided, with deepening tensions and 

fragmentation. To address this, he suggested that the global community must rally around a 

simple, universally accepted principle, and human dignity. 

• He referenced President Ramaphosa’s SONA speech, noting that the concept of human 

dignity was a central theme. 

• He pointed out that human dignity is enshrined in the United Nations Charter, 

reinforcing its importance as a fundamental value in global governance. 

The Importance of Human Resources Over Natural Resources 

Ambassador Shimizu recalled President Ramaphosa’s emphasis on human resources being 

more valuable than mineral resources. 

• He agreed that human capital development through education is the foundation for 

national progress. 

• Japan has been actively supporting education initiatives in South Africa, including basic 

education and higher education programs. 
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He stressed that education is key to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as 

it empowers individuals and strengthens societies. 

Economic Growth & the Role of Government, Businesses, and Civil Society 

Ambassador Shimizu argued that economic growth plays a critical role in upholding human 

dignity, as it: 

• Creates jobs and reduces poverty 

• Provides funding for essential services like healthcare, infrastructure, and education 

• Increases overall national stability and prosperity. 

He outlined a multi-stakeholder approach to economic development: 

• The government must provide infrastructure, energy, and transportation systems to 

create an enabling environment for business growth. 

• Enterprises (both domestic and international, including Japanese companies) have a key 

role in investing, creating jobs, and driving economic expansion. 

• Civil society and NGOs also play a crucial role, particularly in providing access to 

healthcare, education, and social services to vulnerable communities. 

He noted that Japan is committed to supporting South Africa’s economic development through: 

• Encouraging Japanese enterprises to invest in the country 

• Providing development assistance for social programs 

• Supporting local NGOs such as PinkDrive, which focuses on healthcare access. 

Japan’s Continued Support for South Africa’s Development 

The Ambassador reaffirmed Japan’s commitment to assisting South Africa in reaching the 

SDGs, despite limited resources. 

• Japan will continue investing in education, infrastructure, and social services to help 

empower communities and strengthen the nation’s human capital. 

• Japan will also continue its partnerships with South African businesses, government 

institutions, and NGOs to foster inclusive economic growth and sustainable 

development. 

Conclusion and Key Takeaways 

• Human dignity must be at the core of global cooperation, as it is a universal value 

enshrined in the UN Charter. 

• Investment in human resources (education) is more important than reliance on natural 

resources—this is the foundation of national progress. 

• Economic growth is essential for upholding dignity and reducing poverty, and it 

requires collaboration between government, businesses, and civil society. 

• Japan is committed to supporting South Africa’s development, focusing on education, 

business investment, and partnerships with local NGOs. 
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15. Summary of Dzinka Kachur’s Reflections on Democracy, Nuclear Safety, 

and UN Reform 

Caption: Dzinka Kachur, Ukrainian Association of South Africa at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town. 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

The Role of the Desmond & Leah Tutu Foundation in Supporting the Ukrainian 

Community 

Dzinka Kachur, representing the Ukrainian Association of South Africa, expressed deep 

appreciation for the Tutu Foundation, calling it a symbol of hope for the Ukrainian community 

in South Africa, particularly since February 2022, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. She 

emphasized that South Africa has become her second home after living in the country for 13 

years, and she praised the Foundation for its support, openness, and commitment to justice and 

democracy. 

The State of Democracy & Hope from SONA 

Kachur raised concerns about the global state of democracy, questioning whether the United 

Nations system is still functional in light of ongoing global conflicts, including the war in 

Ukraine. 

She noted that: 

• Many young and older South Africans today question the post-1994 democratic values, 

with some arguing that Mandela’s vision was a "sellout". 

• President Ramaphosa’s SONA speech reaffirmed the importance of democracy, 

reminding South Africans that constitutional values remain fundamental to the 

country's identity. 

• Ukraine today represents one of the strongest believers in democracy, as its people are 

sacrificing their lives to defend their democratic rights. 
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Her Pledge for Strengthening Ukraine-South Africa Relations 

She committed to strengthening collaboration between Ukraine and South Africa, with a focus 

on: 

• Protecting children’s rights, ensuring that no child, whether in Ukraine or Africa is 

forcibly displaced, has their identity erased, or is militarized. 

• Raising awareness on nuclear safety, given that South Africa operates the only nuclear 

power station on the African continent. 

• Advocating for international accountability on nuclear technology, pointing out that 

Ukraine’s nuclear power stations have been under occupation for three years with little 

global intervention. 

She warned that if nuclear safety is not a priority, there will be no safe nuclear technology for 

Africa’s energy future. 

The Need for UN Reform & Eliminating the Veto Power 

Kachur emphasized that United Nations reform must go beyond adding African countries to 

the UN Security Council. 

• She argued that the veto power system is outdated and dangerous, allowing powerful 

nations to block critical global decisions. 

• She insisted that abolishing the veto right is necessary to ensure global security, stating 

that as long as the system remains, neither Ukrainians nor South Africans will truly be 

safe. 

Conclusion & Key Takeaways 

• South Africa’s commitment to democracy remains vital, despite ongoing domestic 

debates about its post-1994 values. 

• Ukraine and South Africa share a strong commitment to democratic principles, which 

should be strengthened through bilateral collaboration. 

• Children’s rights must be protected globally, ensuring that no child is forcibly 

displaced, militarized, or stripped of their identity. 

• Nuclear safety is a major concern, particularly as South Africa expands its energy 

infrastructure. 

• UN reform must go beyond representation—abolishing the veto power is essential for 

global security. 
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16. Summary of Maxwell Gomera’s Reflections on Social Justice, Energy 

Poverty, and Economic Transformation 

 
Caption: Maxwell Gomera, UNDP Resident Representative, South Africa speaking at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape Town. 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

The Moral Imperative to Take a Stand Against Injustice 

Maxwell Gomera, UNDP Representative, opened with a powerful reference to Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu’s principle: "To remain indifferent in the face of injustice is indefensible." 

• He reminded the audience that justice and human dignity require daily choices, urging 

everyone to take a stand against systemic inequalities. 

• He emphasized that these issues are not abstract or distant—they affect real people, 

especially those without a voice. 

The Reality of Poverty & Gender-Based Violence in South Africa 

Gomera shared first-hand accounts from Mamelodi and Alexandra, where he witnessed the 

devastating consequences of poverty and social inequality. 

• Alexandra High School students have turned their classrooms into makeshift boarding 

rooms because school is the only place where they can get a decent meal. 

• One girl revealed she was raped by her stepfather, and her mother discouraged her from 

reporting it because they depended on him for survival. 
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This, he explained, is the harsh reality many South African children face, where poverty and 

lack of resources leave them vulnerable to violence and exploitation. 

The Energy Crisis & Its Impact on Rural Women 

In a rural South African community, he met a mother of three who spends her days searching 

for firewood to cook. 

• Firewood scarcity forces her to compete with stronger men, leaving her at a 

disadvantage. 

• Young girls in the community have been raped while collecting firewood, highlighting 

the intersection of energy poverty and gender-based violence. 

Gomera stressed that these issues are a result of policy and economic choices, and that without 

urgent action, these injustices will persist. 

The UN’s Commitment to Economic Transformation 

He reaffirmed that the UN is taking a stand by supporting economic and social development 

programs. 

• The UN welcomes collaboration to transform the township economy, as proposed by 

President Ramaphosa in SONA. 

• He called on the private sector, especially Vodacom and other corporate leaders, to use 

their resources and influence to drive economic change. 

• He emphasized that many in leadership positions today once came from disadvantaged 

backgrounds, urging them to remain connected to those still struggling. 

A Call to Action: The Private Sector Must Step Up 

Gomera concluded with a challenge to corporate South Africa—businesses must play an active 

role in transforming economic opportunities for marginalized communities. 

He urged private sector leaders to respond to the president’s call and work alongside the UN 

and civil society to create lasting impact. 

Conclusion and Key Takeaways 

• Indifference to injustice is unacceptable, everyone has a role in fighting inequality. 

• Poverty and gender-based violence are deeply connected, particularly in rural and 

township communities. 

• Energy poverty directly impacts women’s safety and livelihoods—access to clean 

energy is not just an economic issue but a human rights issue. 

• The UN is committed to economic transformation, but private sector engagement is 

essential. 

• Corporate leaders must answer the call to action and play a more active role in township 

and rural economic development. 
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17. Summary of H.E Joan Thomas Edwards, Jamaican Ambassador’s 

Reflections on the Global South, the African Diaspora, and Collaboration 

Caption: Joan Thomas Edwards, Ambassador of Jamaica to South Africa sharing her intervention at the Post SONA High Tea held in Cape 

Town. 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

A Hopeful Takeaway from SONA & the Rise of the Global South 

The Jamaican Ambassador, Joan Thomas Edwards began by reflecting on President 

Ramaphosa’s State of the Nation Address (SONA), describing it as a hopeful speech that 

underscored the current global uncertainties and the shifting world order. 

• She emphasized that the world is moving away from a unipolar system (dominated by 

a single power) to a truly multipolar system, where new economic and political poles 

are emerging. 

• She urged South Africa to fully embrace its role in the Global South, as this is the 

moment for the South to rise and assert itself on the global stage. 

The Importance of the Sixth Region: The African Diaspora 

A key theme in his speech was the role of the "Sixth Region," the African Diaspora. 

• She reminded the audience that the African Union recognizes the African Diaspora as 

its "Sixth Region", comprising African-descended populations in Jamaica, Colombia, 

Brazil, Haiti, and other nations. 

• She stressed that deepening collaboration with the Sixth Region can unlock economic, 

cultural, and educational benefits for Africa and the diaspora alike. 
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She pointed out that many of the challenges faced by African nations mirror those faced by the 

African diaspora, and that through strategic partnerships, both groups can leverage their unique 

strengths to uplift one another. 

Education & Skills Training: A Model for South-South Cooperation 

The Ambassador cited Jamaica’s successful model for skills training, called the Human 

Employment and Resource Training (HEART) program, which: 

• Provides vocational and technical skills training to high school graduates who may not 

pursue traditional academic paths. 

• Ensures young people gain marketable, employable skills, bridging the gap between 

education and employment. 

• Has been successfully exported to other regions, demonstrating its effectiveness in 

workforce development. 

She encouraged South Africa to explore collaboration with Jamaica and the wider diaspora on 

skills training programs, particularly to address youth unemployment and economic 

empowerment. 

Science, Technology, and Healthcare: Learning from Each Other 

• She acknowledged that South Africa is highly advanced in science, technology, and 

healthcare, and that Jamaica and the Sixth Region can benefit from these strengths. 

• At the same time, she noted that the diaspora has its own unique expertise and 

innovations to offer Africa. 

• She encouraged mutual knowledge exchange, where South Africa shares its strengths 

in science and medicine, while the diaspora contributes solutions in education, 

community development, and culture-based economic models. 

A Call to Action: Strengthening Ties with the Sixth Region & the Global South 

The Ambassador concluded with a strong call for South Africa to: 

• Increase engagement with the Sixth Region (the African Diaspora) and recognize its 

potential as a strategic partner. 

• Strengthen collaboration with the Global South, particularly as geopolitical shifts force 

nations to rely more on emerging economic and political alliances. 

• Build stronger South-South partnerships, reinforcing each other’s strengths and finding 

collective solutions to shared challenges. 
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Conclusion and Key Takeaways 

• The world is transitioning into a multipolar system, and the Global South must seize 

this opportunity to assert its leadership. 

• South Africa should strengthen ties with the Sixth Region (African Diaspora) to foster 

deeper collaboration. 

• Jamaica’s vocational education model could offer valuable lessons for South Africa in 

addressing youth unemployment and workforce development. 

• South-South cooperation is essential for economic growth, innovation, and resilience 

in an uncertain global landscape. 

• South Africa has much to offer the diaspora, and vice versa—mutual learning will lead 

to stronger economic and cultural ties. 
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18. Summary of Dr Kefiloe Masiteng’s Closing Reflections on Multilateralism, 

Social Compacting, and Institutional Strength 

Caption: Dr. Kefiloe Masiteng, Head of Office in the UN Resident Coordinator’s office, moderating the discussions at the Post SONA High 

Tea held in Cape Town. 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

The Conversation Was About "Matters of the Heart" 

Dr. Kefiloe Masiteng (from the Resident Coordinator’s Office - RCO) expressed appreciation 

for the deep, meaningful discussions held throughout the forum, describing them as issues that 

go beyond policy—they are deeply rooted in human dignity, justice, and transformation. She 

emphasized that the time has come for a greater understanding of the geopolitical landscape 

and how it influences South Africa’s development trajectory. 

The Role of Multilateralism & Global Cooperation 

Kefiloe pointed out that many of the issues discussed go beyond national concerns—they are 

global challenges that require strong multilateral cooperation. She urged attendees to reflect on 

whether they are truly organized, capacitated, and ready to come together in: 

• Building a strong social compact that unites government, civil society, and the private 

sector. 

• Strengthening multilateral collaboration to achieve sustainable development goals and 

economic transformation. 
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The Unchanging Development Agenda: Economy, Social Transformation, & Stronger 

Institutions 

She reaffirmed that the core pillars of South Africa’s development remain the same: 

• A stronger economy that promotes inclusive growth. 

• Social transformation that ensures equal opportunities for all. 

• Human capability development through education, skills, and innovation. 

• Strengthened institutions that uphold democracy and accountability. 

She praised the strengthening of South Africa’s institutions, particularly the increased oversight 

and governance mechanisms seen in the political landscape. 

A Maturing Democracy and Collective Action 

Kefiloe concluded by emphasizing that the current political and social landscape reflects a 

maturing democracy, one that requires greater collaboration, knowledge-sharing, and proactive 

action. 

She encouraged all attendees to carry forward the momentum from this discussion, working 

collectively to build a more inclusive, just, and prosperous society. 

Closing Takeaways: 

• Multilateralism remains essential—global challenges require global solutions. 

• The social compact must be strengthened—all sectors must collaborate to drive 

meaningful change. 

• South Africa’s development agenda remains focused on economic growth, social 

transformation, and institutional strengthening. 

• The country’s democracy is maturing, showing signs of increased oversight and 

governance mechanisms indicate progress. 

• Now is the time for action, South Africans and international partners must work 

together to achieve development objectives. 
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Closing Remarks by Mr. Nelson Muffuh, UN Resident Coordinator 

Caption: Nelson Muffuh, United Nations in South Africa, Resident Coordinator giving his closing remarks at the Post SONA High Tea held 

in Cape Town. 

Photo: © UN South Africa/Ropafadzo Chiradza 

No Time to Lose – It’s Time for Action 

Mr. Nelson Muffuh, UN Resident Coordinator, chose not to offer any further reflections but 

instead delivered a strong call to action. 

• He acknowledged that everyone in the room understands the challenges and the 

solutions—now, the focus must be on implementation. 

• He urged immediate action and collaboration, stating that there is no time to lose in 

addressing South Africa’s and the world’s pressing issues. 

 

The Power of Privilege & Influence 

Muffuh emphasized that those in the room hold power, influence, and privilege—and with that 

comes a responsibility to lead change. 

• While individual efforts matter, collective action and strategic influence are equally 

important. 

• He urged attendees to use their positions to drive systemic change, beyond their 

immediate organizations and sectors. 
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Appreciation & Commitment to Continued Engagement 

• He thanked Honourable Speaker Thoko Didiza for her time, inspiration, and 

commitment to South Africa’s progress. 

• He expressed appreciation to Janet Jobson and the Desmond & Leah Tutu Legacy 

Foundation for hosting the forum. 

• He encouraged continued networking and collaboration beyond this meeting, ensuring 

that the discussions translate into real commitments and action. 

Looking Ahead – Accountability & Progress 

Muffuh concluded by inviting everyone to return next year, not just to reflect but to report back 

on the actions they have taken since this forum. 

• He emphasized that the forum should not be just a one-time conversation but an 

ongoing commitment to progress. 

• He encouraged participants to hold themselves and each other accountable for the 

commitments made during the discussions. 

Light-hearted Closing – High Tea & Rooibos for the Speaker 

Ending on a lighter note, he invited attendees to enjoy the tea, cakes, and pastries as a well-

earned conclusion to the event. 

• He reminded everyone that this forum is about building connections that will drive real 

change. 

 

Final Takeaways 

• The time for discussion is over, now is the time for action. 

• Those in leadership must use their privilege and influence to drive systemic change. 

• Commitments made today must be followed through and revisited next year. 

• Collaboration beyond this meeting is essential networks must be strengthened for real 

impact. 

• Enjoy the tea but remember the responsibility that comes with leadership. 

 

THE END 


