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MESSAGE FROM THE UAZA TEAM
This has been another important and active year for UAZA — a year of advocacy,
cultural diplomacy, education, research and community engagement, strengthening
the connections between Ukraine and South Africa.

Over the past year, UAZA brought Ukrainian perspectives into important
international and African conversations, including the G20 Social Summit and the
Tana High-Level Forum on Security in Africa, where issues such as nuclear
safety, international law, global governance, peace and security were discussed. We
also continued our cooperation with South African civil society through the Ukraine-
South Africa civil society platform, working together on issues including UN
reform, nuclear safety and the protection of children affected by war.

At the same time, we continued to share Ukrainian culture and voices with South
African audiences. Through initiatives such as the MoloUkraine Book Club, film
screenings, dance performances, exhibitions, Ukrainian classical music and the visit
of the Dakh Daughters, we created opportunities for people to discover Ukraine
through culture, conversation and human connection.

One particularly meaningful moment was South Africa’s vote in favour of the UN
General Assembly resolution on the Return of Ukrainian Children. We are
grateful to President Cyril Ramaphosa, the South African Government and
everyone who supported the call to bring Ukrainian children home.

Moments like this remind us why UAZA’s work matters. Our role is not only to
organise events or advocate for particular issues. It is to build bridges, keep
conversations alive, and remind people that behind political statements and
international resolutions are real people, families and children.

We were also honoured to welcome His Excellency Ambassador Dr Olexander
Scherba, marking a new chapter in Ukraine-South Africa relations and creating
further opportunities for cooperation between the Embassy, UAZA and our partners.

But above all, UAZA is a community organisation. Everything we achieve is
possible because people care and are willing to contribute their time, knowledge,
energy and voices. We are deeply grateful to everyone who organised an event,
attended a demonstration, wrote a letter, hosted a Ukrainian cultural initiative,
supported a campaign, shared information, or simply continued to stand with
Ukraine.

This AGM is also a moment of transition. The election of a new Executive
Committee brings an opportunity for new energy, ideas and leadership, while
carrying forward the experience, relationships and lessons built over the years.
Change is part of a healthy organisation, and we see this transition as an
opportunity to continue growing together.

As we approach UAZA’s 10th anniversary in 2027, we have a special opportunity
to celebrate what has been built over the past decade — and, even more
importantly, to imagine what the next decade can look like.

Thank you to everyone who has been part of this journey and continues to stand
with Ukraine.

Slava Ukraini!

Sekelela Africa!
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ORGANISATION
DEVELOPMENT

Executive Committee
7 Members from 4 provinces
11 Minutes (monthly meetings)
3 paid part-time positions within
the team
1 Strategic sessions (Sep 2025)

Social Media
Website
Monthly Newsletter
YouTube Channel
5 social media platform
11 WhatsApp groups

Sub-Committees 
Info UAZA 
Ukrainian School development
Cultural Cooperation 
Fundraising 
Economic Cooperation 

Brunches in
Cape Town
Durban
Pretoria
Johannesburg
Gqeberha

In 2018, UAZA became an
associate member of the
Ukrainian World Congress
(UWC).
In 2025, UAZA’s status was
elevated, and it is now
officially recognised as the
UWC’s national central
representation for
Ukrainians on the African
continent.





KEY INDICATORS



UAZA OBJECTIVES

To promote cooperation between South Africa and Ukraine.

To unite and support Ukrainians of all generations and to be
a valid representation of Ukrainian community in South
Africa.

To promote Ukrainian culture, language and other
information about Ukraine in South Africa.

To support and promote the territorial integrity, national
identity, pride, security, humanitarian projects and economic
prosperity of Ukraine.

To cooperate with governments, nations, organizations, and
individuals, to accomplish the above goals in the spirit of
peace, freedom, equality and justice.

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE
ACCORDING

TO UAZA OBJECTIVES



UAZA participated in the 11th Tana High-Level Forum on Security in Africa,
one of the foremost platforms for discussing peace, governance, and security.
The event took place in Bahir Dar and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from Oct. 24 to
26. The forum serves as one of Africa’s main platforms for open dialogue
among heads of state, academics, and civil society representatives on issues
of peace, security, and governance across the continent.
Dzvinka Kachur, UWC Regional Vice President for Africa and co-founder of
UAZA have raised the issues that are common to Ukraine and African
states such as UNSC reform, Nuclear safety and the new types of warfare
that Russia brings to Ukraine, which would further affect African
continent. The initiative has produced three policy briefs that address the
UN reform, Nuclear safety and security and children’s rights during the
military conflict by the Institute of Justice and Reconciliation (IJR), the
Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation (DLTLF), Ilko Kucheriv
Democratic Initiatives Foundation (DIF) and UAZA. Please click here to
check the brochure that was presented at this event (English, French,
Portuguese, Arabicand kiSwahili).

TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND UKRAINE

11TH TANA HIGH LEVEL FORUM ON SECURITY IN AFRICA

https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1138459921751099&id=100067613045362&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=J3HVleSZ3sZhG7qB
https://tanaforum.org/tana2025/
https://www.ijr.org.za/
https://tutu.org.za/
https://tutu.org.za/
https://dif.org.ua/en
https://dif.org.ua/en
https://www.uaza.co.za/
https://www.uaza.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/English_JustPeace.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H6ozvD0os8Xd9hx5kI8dzus-QIZj2q8R/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w9Y_zUDJnj5LnQ_01x5OoQqtTzUTDIro/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12y2McjyayLcblGwaB9OuI6zegqH_yzQv/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rWKauoQ45P6eyTlWkj_QQuvMfR5KEjwV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A_QA4h9Ps7Cuiby4EocmgTHyin_VHYyH/view?usp=sharing


The Ukrainian Association of South Africa has joined a G20
SOCIAL SUMMIT on 18-20 November 2025 to bring the Thematic
Area of 3 Inclusive: Climate Justice, a Just Transition, and Energy
Democracy.

The meeting was held to shape the narrative text and invite
deliberations from a wide range of civil society, academia and
experts that should be included in G20 SOCIAL SUMMIT. 

UAZA raised issues of nuclear safety and security based on the
policy brief conducted by the South African and Ukrainian nuclear
experts South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA)
Isabel Bosman, Olena Lapenko, DiXi Group and Dzvinka Kachur,
UAZA. To read full document click here.

TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND UKRAINE

G20 SOCIAL SUMMIT 2025

https://www.uaza.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/NuclearSafety_PolicyBrief.pdf


The Ukrainian Association of South Africa (UAZA), in partnership with
the Institute for Security Studies, Institute for Justice and
Reconciliation (IJR), Desmond & Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation, and
the Democratic Initiatives Foundation (DIF), hosted a seminar on “The
Ukraine Peace Formula: Regional Security, Nuclear Safety, and
Human Rights Perspectives.”

The seminar brought together African and Ukrainian experts to
discuss the implications of the war against Ukraine for regional
security, the pursuit of a just peace, nuclear safety and energy
governance, human rights, and the protection of children.
The event provided an important platform for policy-relevant
discussion, academic and diplomatic exchange, and exploration of
opportunities for stronger cooperation between Ukraine and African
partners.

TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND UKRAINE

SEMINAR ON UKRAINE PEACE FORMULA IN ADDIS ABABA



The webinar provided critical insights into the evolving nature of
nuclear risks, including the unprecedented challenges posed by
the occupation of and attacks on nuclear facilities, particularly
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine.

Leading experts and practitioners explored how Africa can play a
greater role in strengthening nuclear safety and security
regulations and contributing to global efforts in this field. Among
the speakers was Dzvinka Kachur, Fellow Researcher at the
Centre for Sustainability Transitions, Stellenbosch University,
and Honorary President of UAZA.

The webinar also featured a paper analysing the occupation of
and attacks on the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant.
The live session is available on Youtube. 

TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND UKRAINE

WEBINAR NUCLEAR ENERGY IN TIMES OF WAR

https://www.uaza.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/NuclearSafetyMilitaryAttacks_Addis26.pdf
https://www.uaza.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/NuclearSafetyMilitaryAttacks_Addis26.pdf
https://youtu.be/ZONxGP__cPo


UAZA hosted a unique international academic gathering bringing
together students, researchers, academics, policy thinkers and future
leaders from South Africa and Ukraine.
Over three days, participants explored shared challenges and
opportunities through interdisciplinary discussions, workshops and
exchanges focused on peace-building, democracy, development and
long-term cooperation between Africa and Ukraine.
The Winter School created a valuable platform for knowledge
exchange, international networking, and new academic and policy
collaborations.
The project was hosted by UAZA in partnership with the Institute of
Justice and Reconciliation, the University of Pretoria, the University of
Cape Town and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation South Africa. It
formed part of the Lysiak-Rudnytsky Ukrainian Studies Programme,
supported by the Ukrainian Institute, Cultural Diplomacy Foundation,
International Renaissance Foundation and Mnozhyna Foundation.

TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND UKRAINE

WINTER SCHOOL ON UKRAINE AND AFRICAN FUTURES



Research on “Cultural environments and local contexts of
South Africa”

UAZA was proud to have contributed to the recent research project
“Cultural environments and local contexts of South Africa, Kenya, and
Nigeria”, initiated by the Ukrainian Institute in cooperation with the
School of Political Analysis NaUKMAand Kyiv-Mohyla IR Department.
On 16 October, the Honorary President of UAZA, Dzvinka Kachur,
presented the findings of the study on South Africa during the public event
held in Kyiv. The presentation was followed by a thought-provoking panel
discussion on the prospects and challenges for Ukraine’s cultural
diplomacy in Africa, moderated by Alim Aliev, Deputy Director General of
the Ukrainian Institute.
UAZA is proud to be part of this important initiative together with our
Ukrainian partners, strengthening the bridge of cultural understanding
between Ukraine and African countries.
To read full research written in Ukrainian language only, please click here. 

TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND UKRAINE

CULTURAL COOPERATION

https://ui.org.ua/sectors/pivdenno-afrykanska-respublika-kulturne-seredovyshhe-ta-lokalni-konteksty/


Ukrainian Classical Concerts by Dr. Taras Filenko

UAZA in partnership with the Embassy of Ukraine and Unplugged
Concerts, organised concerts featuring renowned Ukrainian pianist and
ethnomusicologist Dr Taras Filenko in support of the return of Ukrainian
children abducted by Russia.
During his visit to South Africa, Dr Filenko also engaged with local
universities, meeting with students and academics to share his expertise in
Ukrainian music, culture and history. These meetings opened opportunities
for further academic collaboration, including an invitation to offer a course
at a South African university.
Through both his concerts and academic engagements, Dr Filenko brought
Ukrainian culture and scholarship closer to South African audiences. His
programme, featuring works by composers such as Mykola Lysenko and
Myroslav Skoryk, demonstrated how Ukrainian music has preserved the
identity and resilience of a nation through centuries of repression and
continues to speak powerfully today. 

TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND UKRAINE

CULTURAL COOPERATION



“The Forest” dance performance for children
inspired by Lesia Ukrainka’s book Forest
Song

Production blends Ukrainian folklore, Amapiano dance,
ecological awareness, and pays tribute to deported
Ukrainian children:

12 shows from 31 Jul - 15 Aug 2026
at Baxter Theatre Center in Cape Town
National Arts Festival have selected it for their Fringe
Programme as part of the ASSITEJ SA Family Fare
Platform. The Forest received an Ovation Awards 2025
up to 1000 viewers (children) were attended.

The records of the event are available on YouTube.

TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND UKRAINE

CULTURAL COOPERATION

https://youtu.be/KZyw9XcrzSM?si=j536Yk1CMas38Vzi


Our mission is to use Ukrainian culture and language
as a space for communication and personal growth of
Ukrainians and foreigners of different ages.

25 students (from 3+ yrs)
3 provinces (Gauteng, Western Cape and KZN)
4 offline events to celebrate Ukrainian culture 
every week Ukrainian language classes (online)
free library for students and their parents

TO UNITE AND SUPPORT UKRAINIANS OF ALL GENERATIONS AND TO BE A
VALID REPRESENTATION OF UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

UKRAINIAN SCHOOL IN SOUTH AFRICA 
annual event since 2016



On St Nicholas Day, ahead of the Christmas season,
Ukrainians gathered in Pniel, Western Cape, for the 3rd
Family Camp “Ukrainian Circle”, celebrating
Ukrainian cultural traditions and the shared values
of freedom and resilience.
The camp brought together 20 families, with
approximately 50 adults and children. Participants took
part in traditional craft workshops, making knotted dolls
and didukh, as well as learning to prepare varenyky.
Folk and contemporary dance and singing workshops
brought different generations together in joyful
expression. Lectures on the history, geography and
culture of Ukraine also offered participants an
opportunity to deepen their connection with Ukrainian
heritage.

TO UNITE AND SUPPORT UKRAINIANS OF ALL GENERATIONS AND TO BE A
VALID REPRESENTATION OF UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

III FAMILY CAMP “UKRAINIAN CIRCLE”

The event was organised with the support of the Embassy of Ukraine

December 2025



MoloUkraine is a space to discover Ukraine through books and
conversations – from art, culture and everyday life to history and
modern technology at the Central Library, Cape Town Ukrainian
Bookshelf’s unique collection of over 80 English-language titles
(and a few in Ukrainian), readers can explore Ukraine beyond
the headlines and connect through stories that inspire solidarity
and understanding.

TO PROMOTE UKRAINIAN CULTURE, LANGUAGE AND OTHER INFORMATION
ABOUT UKRAINE IN SOUTH AFRICA

MOLOUKRAINE BOOK CLUB

The events were organised with the support of the Embassy of Ukraine

Meetings once per quatre since 2025

CONCERT DAKH DAUGHTERS
April 2026

UAZA, as a media partner, together with the Embassy of Ukraine in
South Africa, the Ukrainian Institute, The Market Theatre and other
partners, presented Ukrainian contemporary art and cabaret in
Johannesburg. The programme featured the Children of Ukraine
exhibition and two performances by Kyiv-based ensemble Dakh
Daughters, blending music, theatre and poetry to explore the war,
resilience and the strength of the human spirit.



TO PROMOTE UKRAINIAN CULTURE, LANGUAGE AND OTHER INFORMATION
ABOUT UKRAINE IN SOUTH AFRICA

MAZEPPA INFORMATION SIGN

The information sign installed at Mazeppa Bay, honours the
unique connection between South Africa and Ukraine. It features
the Mazeppa schooner alongside a portrait of Ivan Mazepa, a
17th-century Ukrainian leader who, while never visiting South
Africa, reached the Wild Coast via maritime history and
Romanticism-era poetry. 

On the right side of the sign, the word "Freedom" is inscribed in 11
South African languages and in Ukrainian, symbolising a shared
value that connects both histories.

This sign is a joint initiative of the View Mazeppa Bay Hotel, the
Ukrainian Association of South Africa, and the Embassy of
Ukraine to South Africa partnered to promote the Mazeppa Bay
story.

September 2025



UKRAINIAN
MUSEUM AT
RIVERSDALE

BORIS BALINSKY
PLATE & LABORATORY

AT WITS UNIVERSITY

MAZEPPA
INFORMATION

SIGN AT
MAZEPPA BAY

UKRAINIAN PLACES IN SOUTH AFRICA

MEMORIAL PLAQUE
FOR V. UDOVENKO

AND V. KRAVETS AT
FREEDOM PARK 

SCULPTURE
“IN SEARCH OF A LOST
HOME” BY S. PETLYUK

AT THE NIROX PARK

UKRAINIAN BOOKSHELF
AT THE NATIONAL

LIBRARY PRETORIA

MURAL “KHERSONES
LIGHTHOUSE” BY T. HURN AND

O. NIKITUK AT THE STRAND
STREET CAPE TOWN

HOLODOMOR
MEMORIAL

BENCH AT THE
DE WAAL PARK

MAZEPPA
STREET IN
DURBAN

2025 

UKRAINIAN BOOKSHELF
AT THE CENTRAL

LIBRARY CAPE TOWN
SCAN TO READ

MORE

UKRAINIAN SCHOOL
IN SOUTH AFRICA

Source www.uaza.co.za



Members of the Ukrainian Association in South Africa gathered
at the memorial bench in De Waal Park, Cape Town, to light
candles and honour the millions who perished during the
Holodomor.

The commemoration was attended by special guests, including
Father Bohdan from Fatima Church, who offered a moving
prayer, and Peter Bermann, who joined in memory of his father,
South African engineer Jeremy Bermann. Working in the
Luhansk region in 1932–33, Jeremy Bermann witnessed the
Holodomor and documented the famine and Soviet repression
in 86 letters sent to South Africa. These letters are now
preserved by the Holodomor Museum.

As a symbolic act of remembrance, attendees and park visitors
were invited to share bread, honouring the victims and keeping
their memory alive.

TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE,
SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE

COMMEMORATION THE VICTIMS OF HOLODOMOR
Anual event since 2017

The events were organised with the support of the Embassy of Ukraine



During World War II, Ukraine was one of the major theatres of war.
Between 1939 and 1945, millions of Ukrainians suffered under Nazi and
Soviet occupation, with more than 10 million people lost.

Russia’s full-scale invasion since February 2022 has also threatened
places of Holocaust memory. In Bakhmut, Drobytsky Yar in Kharkiv, and
Babyn Yar in Kyiv, sites commemorating victims of Nazi atrocities have
been damaged by Russian attacks.

The war has also claimed the lives of Holocaust survivors. In March 2022,
96-year-old Borys Romanchenko, a survivor of Buchenwald, was killed
when Russian shelling struck his home in Kharkiv.

These events highlighted the importance of protecting historical memory.
UAZA was a media partner of an event hosted by the Holocaust Centre in
Cape Town, featuring a conversation on Holocaust memorialisation in
Kharkiv and the impact of Russia’s invasion.

TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE,
SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE

HOLOCAUST IN KHARKIV AND THE IMPACT OF THE RUSSIAN INVASION
May 2026



KHERSON: HUMAN SAFARI
is a powerful documentary that brings audiences face-to-face with
the lived reality of Ukrainian civilians under russian occupation and
relentless attack. Through personal testimonies and stark, human-
centred storytelling, the film reveals how ordinary people in Kherson
endure terror, humiliation, and violence - simply for being Ukrainian -
and how they continue to resist with dignity and strength. Plant, and
the hunting of civilians with drones, as if on a safari. Russian forces
continue to target civilian infrastructure, residential buildings, and
local residents. Yet despite all these crimes, the city continues to
live. People continue to create, care, and love despite suffering, loss,
and trauma. Because only by caring and loving can one remain
human.
The audience had the opportunity to see Kherson through a video
message from the film’s creator, Zarina Zabrisky, and after the
screening to ask her questions directly via an online connection.
Please read interview with Zarina Zabrisky. The Truth Hounds have
also provided the exhibition based on the report about the drone
attacks on civilians in Ukraine. Click to see the exhibition. The room
was decorated with watermelons – the symbol of an agricultural city
on the Dnipro River, Kherson.

TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE,
SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE

MOVIE SCREENING

The events were organised with the support
of the Embassy of Ukraine

https://www.wowwoman.com/inside-ukraine-zarina-zabrisky-fearless-journalist-author-filmmaker-kherson/
https://truth-hounds.org/en/cases/killzone-how-russian-drones-are-devastating-the-river-dnipros-right-bank/


VIKA’S LAST ASSIGNMENT DOCUMENTARY SCREENING
on 28 April 2026, UAZA joined the Embassy of Ukraine in South Africa for a
special screening of the award-winning investigative documentary Vika’s Last
Assignment by Slidstvo.Info, followed by a discussion on journalism and press
freedom.
Held at Bio Scope Cinema in Johannesburg, the event took place around South
Africa’s Freedom Day and reflected on the freedoms that remain denied to
many. The story of Ukrainian journalist Viktoria Roshchyna, whose courage
and tragic fate have become a powerful symbol of the risks faced by journalists
under occupation and during armed conflict, was at the heart of the
programme.
The screening was followed by a discussion with Yanina Korniienko, journalist
at Slidstvo.Info and author of the documentary, moderated by Micah Reddy of
the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists.
The event was organised by the Embassy of Ukraine in the Republic of South
Africa in cooperation with the Ukrainian Association of South Africa, with the
support of the Embassy of Sweden in the Republic of South Africa.

TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE,
SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE

MOVIE SCREENING

The events were organised with the support of the Embassy of Ukraine



#BringKidsBackUA - protests in Cape Town,
Durban and Johannesburg to mark the 4rd
anniversary of russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, honour the victims,  and enforcing our
voice in the name of more than 20,000
Ukrainian children, who were forcefully taken
away from their families and have to be
returned, and demand justice and lasting peace
for Ukraine.

#PostcardToTheFront - UAZA joined the
international campaign by sending messages of
support from South Africa to Ukrainian
defenders on the frontline. Through simple
words of care, hope and solidarity, the project
reminded defenders that they are not forgotten
and that people around the world stand with
them.

TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE,
SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE

MEDIA CAMPAIGNS AND PEACFUL PROTESTS

#StopRussianAggression - demonstration
against the presence of a Russian naval ship in
South African non-aligned waters brought
together people united in solidarity with Ukraine
and opposition to imperial violence. Carrying a
self-made children’s coffin marked “Russia
Kills,” demonstrators highlighted Russia’s killing
and forced militarisation of Ukrainian children,
as well as its exploitation and violence affecting
vulnerable communities in Africa.

#IndependenceDayUA - series of event in
Cape Town, Durban and Pretoria for
commemoration featured prayers, anthems
sung by choirs, and honoured those who
sacrificed their lives.

#StandWithUkraine

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/bringkidsbackua?__cft__[0]=AZbZzvvbWVBRWEAQ1cLkPVc6JtWACxaehS_esD-AVoZ_agTiIPG-orfzuYklWNAGWUPbUb028MXZjfietQGW8JTvtdBluqnHpdWZkpI0VtafEHcIawzmNYFKbF6ANIwwxhlGzHP8N4bOtqjrdsQUOHglbF_mdpdRnEmKiYZnuZqAPA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.uaza.co.za/russian-ballet-funds-deaths-of-ukrainian-children/


Key Fundraising Events:

Stall at A Taste of Belgium Festival (Cape
Town) | Nov 2025

Stall during the Classical Concerts by Dr.
Taras Filenko (Cape Town) | Feb-Mar 2026

Stall at the Apartheid Museum’s Tastes of
Culture festival (Johannesburg) | May 2026

Stall during the performances “The Forest”
at the Baxter Theatre Center (Cape Town) |
Aug 2026

TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE,
SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE

HUMANITARIAN AID 
Fundraising companies since 2022

Humanitarian Support Provided

UAZA partnered with the The Voices of Children
Organization, which is providing psychological
support to children affected by the war. To learn
more about The Voices of Children read our post.

These contributions have led to the creation of
safe and supportive spaces for children with
special needs

Note: The last tranche of contributions
collected through fundraising events was sent
to Voices of Children in April 2026. Their report
will be shared separately.

https://voices.org.ua/en/
https://voices.org.ua/en/
https://www.uaza.co.za/uaza-partnered-with-the-voices-of-children-organization/


TO COOPERATE WITH GOVERNMENTS, NATIONS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS, TO
ACCOMPLISH THE ABOVE GOALS IN THE SPIRIT OF PEACE, FREEDOM, EQUALITY AND JUSTICE

PARTNERS



UKRAINIAN ASSOCIATION 
OF SOUTH AFRICA  

Follow us on
social media

Facebook , Instagram,
YouTube, Twitter,
LinkedIn, TikTok

Become a
member

Full membership 
Associate membership 

Junior membership 

Make
donation

Ukrainian Association of South
Africa is registered NPO with a

Section 18A certificate 

 

NPO 189-705 | info@uaza.co.za | www.uaza.co.za 

https://m.facebook.com/UkrainianAssociationofSouthAfrica.UAZA/?tsid=0.23272174852855465&source=result
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https://www.uaza.co.za/become-a-member/
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https://www.uaza.co.za/become-a-member/
https://www.uaza.co.za/become-a-member/
https://www.uaza.co.za/become-a-member/
https://www.uaza.co.za/become-a-member/
https://www.uaza.co.za/donate/
https://www.uaza.co.za/donate/
https://www.uaza.co.za/donate/
https://www.uaza.co.za/donate/
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	UAZA participated in the 11th Tana High-Level Forum on Security in Africa, one of the foremost platforms for discussing peace, governance, and security. The event took place in Bahir Dar and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from Oct. 24 to 26. The forum serves as one of Africa’s main platforms for open dialogue among heads of state, academics, and civil society representatives on issues of peace, security, and governance across the continent.
	Dzvinka Kachur, UWC Regional Vice President for Africa and co-founder of UAZA have raised the issues that are common to Ukraine and African states such as UNSC reform, Nuclear safety and the new types of warfare that Russia brings to Ukraine, which would further affect African continent. The initiative has produced three policy briefs that address the UN reform, Nuclear safety and security and children’s rights during the military conflict by the Institute of Justice and Reconciliation (IJR), the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation (DLTLF), Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation (DIF) and UAZA. Please click here to check the brochure that was presented at this event (English, French, Portuguese, Arabicand kiSwahili).

	G20 SOCIAL SUMMIT 2025
	The Ukrainian Association of South Africa has joined a G20 SOCIAL SUMMIT on 18-20 November 2025 to bring the Thematic Area of 3 Inclusive: Climate Justice, a Just Transition, and Energy Democracy.
	The meeting was held to shape the narrative text and invite deliberations from a wide range of civil society, academia and experts that should be included in G20 SOCIAL SUMMIT.
	UAZA raised issues of nuclear safety and security based on the policy brief conducted by the South African and Ukrainian nuclear experts South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) Isabel Bosman, Olena Lapenko, DiXi Group and Dzvinka Kachur, UAZA. To read full document click here.

	SEMINAR ON UKRAINE PEACE FORMULA IN ADDIS ABABA
	The Ukrainian Association of South Africa (UAZA), in partnership with the Institute for Security Studies, Institute for Justice and Reconciliation (IJR), Desmond & Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation, and the Democratic Initiatives Foundation (DIF), hosted a seminar on “The Ukraine Peace Formula: Regional Security, Nuclear Safety, and Human Rights Perspectives.”
	The seminar brought together African and Ukrainian experts to discuss the implications of the war against Ukraine for regional security, the pursuit of a just peace, nuclear safety and energy governance, human rights, and the protection of children.
	The event provided an important platform for policy-relevant discussion, academic and diplomatic exchange, and exploration of opportunities for stronger cooperation between Ukraine and African partners.
	TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND UKRAINE


	WEBINAR NUCLEAR ENERGY IN TIMES OF WAR
	The webinar provided critical insights into the evolving nature of nuclear risks, including the unprecedented challenges posed by the occupation of and attacks on nuclear facilities, particularly the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine.

	WINTER SCHOOL ON UKRAINE AND AFRICAN FUTURES
	UAZA hosted a unique international academic gathering bringing together students, researchers, academics, policy thinkers and future leaders from South Africa and Ukraine.
	Over three days, participants explored shared challenges and opportunities through interdisciplinary discussions, workshops and exchanges focused on peace-building, democracy, development and long-term cooperation between Africa and Ukraine.
	The Winter School created a valuable platform for knowledge exchange, international networking, and new academic and policy collaborations.
	The project was hosted by UAZA in partnership with the Institute of Justice and Reconciliation, the University of Pretoria, the University of Cape Town and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation South Africa. It formed part of the Lysiak-Rudnytsky Ukrainian Studies Programme, supported by the Ukrainian Institute, Cultural Diplomacy Foundation, International Renaissance Foundation and Mnozhyna Foundation.

	CULTURAL COOPERATION
	Research on “Cultural environments and local contexts of South Africa”
	UAZA was proud to have contributed to the recent research project “Cultural environments and local contexts of South Africa, Kenya, and Nigeria”, initiated by the Ukrainian Institute in cooperation with the School of Political Analysis NaUKMAand Kyiv-Mohyla IR Department.
	On 16 October, the Honorary President of UAZA, Dzvinka Kachur, presented the findings of the study on South Africa during the public event held in Kyiv. The presentation was followed by a thought-provoking panel discussion on the prospects and challenges for Ukraine’s cultural diplomacy in Africa, moderated by Alim Aliev, Deputy Director General of the Ukrainian Institute.
	UAZA is proud to be part of this important initiative together with our Ukrainian partners, strengthening the bridge of cultural understanding between Ukraine and African countries.
	To read full research written in Ukrainian language only, please click here.


	CULTURAL COOPERATION
	Ukrainian Classical Concerts by Dr. Taras Filenko
	UAZA in partnership with the Embassy of Ukraine and Unplugged Concerts, organised concerts featuring renowned Ukrainian pianist and ethnomusicologist Dr Taras Filenko in support of the return of Ukrainian children abducted by Russia.
	During his visit to South Africa, Dr Filenko also engaged with local universities, meeting with students and academics to share his expertise in Ukrainian music, culture and history. These meetings opened opportunities for further academic collaboration, including an invitation to offer a course at a South African university.
	Through both his concerts and academic engagements, Dr Filenko brought Ukrainian culture and scholarship closer to South African audiences. His programme, featuring works by composers such as Mykola Lysenko and Myroslav Skoryk, demonstrated how Ukrainian music has preserved the identity and resilience of a nation through centuries of repression and continues to speak powerfully today.


	CULTURAL COOPERATION
	“The Forest” dance performance for children inspired by Lesia Ukrainka’s book Forest Song
	Production blends Ukrainian folklore, Amapiano dance, ecological awareness, and pays tribute to deported Ukrainian children:
	12 shows from 31 Jul - 15 Aug 2026
	at Baxter Theatre Center in Cape Town
	National Arts Festival have selected it for their Fringe Programme as part of the ASSITEJ SA Family Fare Platform. The Forest received an Ovation Awards 2025
	up to 1000 viewers (children) were attended.
	The records of the event are available on YouTube.
	TO UNITE AND SUPPORT UKRAINIANS OF ALL GENERATIONS AND TO BE A VALID REPRESENTATION OF UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY IN SOUTH AFRICA


	UKRAINIAN SCHOOL IN SOUTH AFRICA
	Our mission is to use Ukrainian culture and language as a space for communication and personal growth of Ukrainians and foreigners of different ages.
	25 students (from 3+ yrs)
	3 provinces (Gauteng, Western Cape and KZN)
	4 offline events to celebrate Ukrainian culture
	every week Ukrainian language classes (online)
	free library for students and their parents
	TO UNITE AND SUPPORT UKRAINIANS OF ALL GENERATIONS AND TO BE A VALID REPRESENTATION OF UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY IN SOUTH AFRICA


	III FAMILY CAMP “UKRAINIAN CIRCLE”
	On St Nicholas Day, ahead of the Christmas season, Ukrainians gathered in Pniel, Western Cape, for the 3rd Family Camp “Ukrainian Circle”, celebrating Ukrainian cultural traditions and the shared values of freedom and resilience.
	The camp brought together 20 families, with approximately 50 adults and children. Participants took part in traditional craft workshops, making knotted dolls and didukh, as well as learning to prepare varenyky.
	Folk and contemporary dance and singing workshops brought different generations together in joyful expression. Lectures on the history, geography and culture of Ukraine also offered participants an opportunity to deepen their connection with Ukrainian heritage.
	TO PROMOTE UKRAINIAN CULTURE, LANGUAGE AND OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT UKRAINE IN SOUTH AFRICA

	MOLOUKRAINE BOOK CLUB
	CONCERT DAKH DAUGHTERS
	TO PROMOTE UKRAINIAN CULTURE, LANGUAGE AND OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT UKRAINE IN SOUTH AFRICA

	MAZEPPA INFORMATION SIGN
	The information sign installed at Mazeppa Bay, honours the unique connection between South Africa and Ukraine. It features the Mazeppa schooner alongside a portrait of Ivan Mazepa, a 17th-century Ukrainian leader who, while never visiting South Africa, reached the Wild Coast via maritime history and Romanticism-era poetry.
	On the right side of the sign, the word "Freedom" is inscribed in 11 South African languages and in Ukrainian, symbolising a shared value that connects both histories.
	This sign is a joint initiative of the View Mazeppa Bay Hotel, the Ukrainian Association of South Africa, and the Embassy of Ukraine to South Africa partnered to promote the Mazeppa Bay story.

	UKRAINIAN PLACES IN SOUTH AFRICA
	2025
	MEMORIAL PLAQUE FOR V. UDOVENKO AND V. KRAVETS AT FREEDOM PARK
	BORIS BALINSKY PLATE & LABORATORY AT WITS UNIVERSITY
	MAZEPPA STREET IN DURBAN
	SCULPTURE “IN SEARCH OF A LOST HOME” BY S. PETLYUK AT THE NIROX PARK
	UKRAINIAN BOOKSHELF AT THE NATIONAL LIBRARY PRETORIA
	MAZEPPA INFORMATION SIGN AT MAZEPPA BAY
	HOLODOMOR MEMORIAL BENCH AT THE DE WAAL PARK
	UKRAINIAN MUSEUM AT RIVERSDALE
	UKRAINIAN BOOKSHELF AT THE CENTRAL LIBRARY CAPE TOWN
	MURAL “KHERSONES LIGHTHOUSE” BY T. HURN AND O. NIKITUK AT THE STRAND STREET CAPE TOWN
	Source www.uaza.co.za
	SCAN TO READ MORE

	TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE, SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE


	COMMEMORATION THE VICTIMS OF HOLODOMOR
	Members of the Ukrainian Association in South Africa gathered at the memorial bench in De Waal Park, Cape Town, to light candles and honour the millions who perished during the Holodomor.
	The commemoration was attended by special guests, including Father Bohdan from Fatima Church, who offered a moving prayer, and Peter Bermann, who joined in memory of his father, South African engineer Jeremy Bermann. Working in the Luhansk region in 1932–33, Jeremy Bermann witnessed the Holodomor and documented the famine and Soviet repression in 86 letters sent to South Africa. These letters are now preserved by the Holodomor Museum.
	As a symbolic act of remembrance, attendees and park visitors were invited to share bread, honouring the victims and keeping their memory alive.
	TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE, SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE


	HOLOCAUST IN KHARKIV AND THE IMPACT OF THE RUSSIAN INVASION
	During World War II, Ukraine was one of the major theatres of war. Between 1939 and 1945, millions of Ukrainians suffered under Nazi and Soviet occupation, with more than 10 million people lost.
	Russia’s full-scale invasion since February 2022 has also threatened places of Holocaust memory. In Bakhmut, Drobytsky Yar in Kharkiv, and Babyn Yar in Kyiv, sites commemorating victims of Nazi atrocities have been damaged by Russian attacks.
	The war has also claimed the lives of Holocaust survivors. In March 2022, 96-year-old Borys Romanchenko, a survivor of Buchenwald, was killed when Russian shelling struck his home in Kharkiv.
	These events highlighted the importance of protecting historical memory. UAZA was a media partner of an event hosted by the Holocaust Centre in Cape Town, featuring a conversation on Holocaust memorialisation in Kharkiv and the impact of Russia’s invasion.

	MOVIE SCREENING
	KHERSON: HUMAN SAFARI
	is a powerful documentary that brings audiences face-to-face with the lived reality of Ukrainian civilians under russian occupation and relentless attack. Through personal testimonies and stark, human-centred storytelling, the film reveals how ordinary people in Kherson endure terror, humiliation, and violence - simply for being Ukrainian - and how they continue to resist with dignity and strength. Plant, and the hunting of civilians with drones, as if on a safari. Russian forces continue to target civilian infrastructure, residential buildings, and local residents. Yet despite all these crimes, the city continues to live. People continue to create, care, and love despite suffering, loss, and trauma. Because only by caring and loving can one remain human.
	The audience had the opportunity to see Kherson through a video message from the film’s creator, Zarina Zabrisky, and after the screening to ask her questions directly via an online connection. Please read interview with Zarina Zabrisky. The Truth Hounds have also provided the exhibition based on the report about the drone attacks on civilians in Ukraine. Click to see the exhibition. The room was decorated with watermelons – the symbol of an agricultural city on the Dnipro River, Kherson.
	The events were organised with the support
	of the Embassy of Ukraine



	MOVIE SCREENING
	VIKA’S LAST ASSIGNMENT DOCUMENTARY SCREENING
	on 28 April 2026, UAZA joined the Embassy of Ukraine in South Africa for a special screening of the award-winning investigative documentary Vika’s Last Assignment by Slidstvo.Info, followed by a discussion on journalism and press freedom.
	Held at Bio Scope Cinema in Johannesburg, the event took place around South Africa’s Freedom Day and reflected on the freedoms that remain denied to many. The story of Ukrainian journalist Viktoria Roshchyna, whose courage and tragic fate have become a powerful symbol of the risks faced by journalists under occupation and during armed conflict, was at the heart of the programme.
	The screening was followed by a discussion with Yanina Korniienko, journalist at Slidstvo.Info and author of the documentary, moderated by Micah Reddy of the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists.
	The event was organised by the Embassy of Ukraine in the Republic of South Africa in cooperation with the Ukrainian Association of South Africa, with the support of the Embassy of Sweden in the Republic of South Africa.
	The events were organised with the support of the Embassy of Ukraine
	TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE, SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE


	MEDIA CAMPAIGNS AND PEACFUL PROTESTS
	#BringKidsBackUA - protests in Cape Town, Durban and Johannesburg to mark the 4rd anniversary of russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, honour the victims,  and enforcing our voice in the name of more than 20,000 Ukrainian children, who were forcefully taken away from their families and have to be returned, and demand justice and lasting peace for Ukraine.
	#PostcardToTheFront - UAZA joined the international campaign by sending messages of support from South Africa to Ukrainian defenders on the frontline. Through simple words of care, hope and solidarity, the project reminded defenders that they are not forgotten and that people around the world stand with them.
	#StopRussianAggression - demonstration against the presence of a Russian naval ship in South African non-aligned waters brought together people united in solidarity with Ukraine and opposition to imperial violence. Carrying a self-made children’s coffin marked “Russia Kills,” demonstrators highlighted Russia’s killing and forced militarisation of Ukrainian children, as well as its exploitation and violence affecting vulnerable communities in Africa.
	#IndependenceDayUA - series of event in Cape Town, Durban and Pretoria for commemoration featured prayers, anthems sung by choirs, and honoured those who sacrificed their lives.
	TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL IDENTITY, PRIDE, SECURITY, HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF UKRAINE


	HUMANITARIAN AID
	Key Fundraising Events:
	Stall at A Taste of Belgium Festival (Cape Town) | Nov 2025
	Stall during the Classical Concerts by Dr. Taras Filenko (Cape Town) | Feb-Mar 2026
	Stall at the Apartheid Museum’s Tastes of Culture festival (Johannesburg) | May 2026
	Stall during the performances “The Forest” at the Baxter Theatre Center (Cape Town) | Aug 2026

	Humanitarian Support Provided
	UAZA partnered with the The Voices of Children Organization, which is providing psychological support to children affected by the war. To learn more about The Voices of Children read our post.
	These contributions have led to the creation of safe and supportive spaces for children with special needs
	Note: The last tranche of contributions collected through fundraising events was sent to Voices of Children in April 2026. Their report will be shared separately.
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