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HERITAGE MONTH STORY: HOW MAZEPPA BAY IN THE EASTERN CAPE CONNECTS, UKRAINE AND 

SOUTH AFRICA 
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794 298 263 or Olga Kononenko +27646192237 (WhatsApp), info@uaza.co.za  

 

1 September 2025, during the Heritage Day, at the iconic The View Mazeppa Bay Hotel, in Mazeppa Bay, 

Mnquma Local Municipality, a new information sign dedicated to the history of Mazeppa Bay was 

unveiled. The event brought together the history of South Africa and Ukraine with hopes for more 

tourism and local development, while rooted in honouring the land and its people first. The people of 

Mnquma hold a heritage intertwined with the land and sea, one that welcomes new stories while 

remaining deeply rooted in the traditions, voices, and wisdom passed down through generations. 

Before the unveiling, local community leaders and elders shared the stories about the deep heritage of 

the Wild Coast – a coastline shaped by centuries of Xhosa stewardship, the resilience of communities 

through the frontier wars, and the apartheid-era Transkei homeland system. This coast carries the 

memory of the ancestors and their struggle for freedom, dignity, and identity, while new stories continue 

to walk alongside the old. 

The information sign honours the unique connection between South Africa and Ukraine. It features the 

Mazeppa schooner alongside a portrait of Ivan Mazepa, a 17th-century Ukrainian leader who, while 

never visiting South Africa, reached the Wild Coast via maritime history and Romanticism-era poetry. On 

the right side of the sign, the word "Freedom" is inscribed in 11 South African languages and in 

Ukrainian, symbolising a shared value that connects both histories. 

“Ivan Mazepa is an important figure in Ukrainian history, associated with freedom, education, and the 

fight for independence. It is a privilege to place his story alongside the proud history of Mazeppa Bay and 

the Eastern Cape people who have safeguarded this land for generations,” said Kateryna Alioshyna, 

President of UAZA. 

The View Mazeppa Bay Hotel, the Ukrainian Association of South Africa,  and the Embassy of Ukraine to 

South Africa partnered on the information sign. They committed to working closely with the local 

community to ensure tourism growth benefits local households through employment, skills 

development, and cultural preservation.  

Since 2024, prominent Mthatha businesswoman Judy Jennings has been leasing the Mazeppa Bay Hotel 

from the Eastern Cape Development Corporation, revitalising it and creating jobs for the community. “I 

am dedicated to uplifting the area and creating more employment. Our region’s beauty and heritage are 

our greatest assets, and telling our story is just as important as welcoming visitors from around the 

world,” says Judy Jennings. 
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Mazeppa Bay’s name comes from the schooner Mazeppa (1842), which anchored near the Natal coast 

during the First Anglo-Boer War. Ivan Mazepa (1639–1709), a Ukrainian Cossack hetman, invested in 

education, trade, and church building, and his governance model championed freedoms still celebrated 

today. 

“South Africa and Ukraine share a history of resistance to domination,” said Liubov Abravitova, 

Ambassador of Ukraine to South Africa. “By placing both histories side-by-side, we honour the dignity of 

the Eastern Cape people while also celebrating Ukraine’s contribution to the ideals of freedom.” 

 

The video сan be downloaded here   

Photos from opening and Mazeppa Bay here 

 

Additional information: 
​

Historical Research​
The history of the Mazeppa schooner and the presence of Mazeppa in South African literature has been 

extensively researched by Professor Tony Voss. His work, published in the late 1990s and 2000s, explores 

the influence of Mazeppa’s story on European and South African poetry, the history of the schooner and 

Mazeppa Bay, and their connections to the real historical figure – Ukrainian Cossack leader Ivan Mazepa. 

-​ “Mazeppa: the story of a schooner.” Maritime South West 24: 144–82.  

-​ “The Mazeppa Triangle.” Nomina Africana 16.1 & 2 (2002): 2, 222–36.  

-​ “Roy Campbell’s Mazeppa.” English Studies in Africa 44.2 (2002): 19–39.  

-​ “Wild and Free: Byron’s Mazeppa.” The Byron Journal (1997): 71–82.  

Ivan Mazepa (1639–1709)​
Ukrainian leader Ivan Mazepa (1639–1709) was a prominent figure in Ukrainian history, and the hetman 

of the Cossacks. He believed that a strong state requires educated people and developed economic 

trade. Thus, he significantly invested in the schooling system, supported the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and 

funded churches. He also funded the translation of the Gospels into the Arabic language to support 

Christians in other countries. His governance model, written in Ukraine’s first constitution in 1710, 

promoted the separation of legislative, executive, and judicial powers, and assumed rights and freedoms 

for all.  

Mazeppa in Art and Literature​
Mazeppa’s life inspired a wave of creative works during the period of Romanticism. The “artistic shadow” 

of Mazeppa was promoted in the poem of Lord Byron, by Victor Hugo and Voltaire, composers Franz 

Liszt and Tchaikovsky, as well as many painters. In 1930, South African poet Roy Campbell (1901–1957) 
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wrote a poem titled Mazepa, which reinforced Mazepa’s image as a “Romantic Phaethon” and as a 

symbol of resistance to colonial domination and the desire for liberation under colonial rule. 

 

The View Mazeppa Bay Hotel  

Offers tranquil beachfront stays with family rooms, doubles, honeymoon suites, and self-catering units. 

Guests enjoy home-cooked meals, a pool, tennis courts, a gym, kids’ play areas. Mazeppa Bay is 

renowned for shark fishing, its breathtaking natural beauty, and its tranquil atmosphere. It is also one of 

the stops along an ecological walking and cycling route. The hotel can be booked via 

bookings.mazeppa@theviewcollective.co.za  047 495 0437 | 076 922 3978 | 078 856 0686 

 

About the Ukrainian Association of South Africa 

Ukrainian Association of South Africa (NPO 189-705) is a collaborative association registered in May 2017 

that promotes networks between Ukrainians and South Africans for mutual development, increased 

awareness and inner growth of individuals and societies. For more information www.uaza.co.za or 

info@uaza.co.za  
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