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Russian Agression and occupied territories
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06 November 2025 — The Ukrainian Association of South Africa (UAZA) calls on the South
African Presidency, government authorities, and media outlets to avoid terminology that distorts or
manipulates the facts surrounding russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Earlier today, the South African Presidency issued a statement that included phrasing which
misrepresents the reality of the war and undermines accountability for aggression and human rights
violations.

There is no “Russia—Ukraine Conflict.”

The accurate term is Russia’s aggression against Ukraine. On 2 March 2022, the United Nations
General Assembly overwhelmingly condemned Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, with 141 countries
voting in favour of the resolution titled Aggression against Ukraine (ES-11/1).

Using the term "Russia-Ukraine conflict” obscures responsibility and creates a false equivalence
between the aggressor and the victim.

“War-torn Donbas, Ukraine”

This phrasing fails to acknowledge that parts of Donetsk and Luhansk regions are under illegal
Russian occupation. Referring to these territories as “war-torn” conceals the cause of destruction,
ongoing military occupation by Russia and attacks on Ukrainian civilians.

Russia Continues Recruiting Mercenaries to Sustain Its Ruthless Aggression Against
Sovereign Ukraine

According to Ukraine’s Coordination Headquarters for the Treatment of Prisoners of War, the
proportion of non-Russian foreign fighters captured has sharply increased from 1% in 2022 to 49%
in 2025. As of June 2025, nearly 17,000 foreigners from 121 countries have been lured into the
Russian army as mercenaries, including over 1,000 Africans, with at least 678 of the identified
foreigners confirmed dead.

In August 2025, DIRCO warned young South Africans to be cautious of influencers promoting job
recruitment to Russia’s Alabuga initiative and launched a formal investigation into the programme.
Research by the Institute for Science and International Security (ISIS) found that Russian
recruitment efforts promoted in South Africa via the BRICS youth network resulted in many
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promised construction or hospitality roles, with around 90% ending up in

military drone production.

We urge the South African Presidency and government to use its G20 and BRICS platforms
to:

Demand accountability for the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the more than 200,000
documented war crimes, and avoid equalising responsibility between the aggressor and the
victim state.

- Demand the immediate release of 19,500 children forcefully deported by Russian military
forces and denounce the abduction, indoctrination, and militarisation of Ukrainian children

by Russian authorities.

- (all for an immediate halt to legislation allowing the change of citizenship and adoption of
Ukrainian children into Russian families without parental or caregiver consent.

- Not remain non-aligned to Russian war crimes and human rights abuses, and actively
support Ukraine in its anti-colonial defence of freedom and justice.

.END ...

#StandWithUkraine | #StopRussia | #RussialsATerroristState
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