About Kherson

Before russia’s full-scale invasion, Kherson, a southern Ukrainian city on the Dnipro
River with around 300,000 residents, was a city of wide boulevards, parks and riverside
promenades. It had a strong maritime character and developed agriculture, with the
watermelon as its symbol.

Kherson sits at a key crossing and serves as a logistics node on the lower part of the
Dnipro, linking inland Ukraine to the Black Sea. Control of Kherson affects river and
coastal transport routes, and it has been widely discussed as pivotal because of its
proximity to Crimea and the infrastructure corridors running through the area.

Occupation

On 24 February 2022, Kherson was occupied by the russian army, which approached
from Crimea. Thousands of Kherson residents came into the streets without weapons,
waving Ukrainian flags and openly refusing to accept russian presence in Kherson.

On 1 March 2022, 43 civilians tried to stop the russian army using handmade Molotov
cocktails and a few hunting rifles in Buzkoviy Park. In response to this desperate and
symbolic act of resistance, the russian army used heavy artillery and tanks, killing most
of those men. They were civilians who chose dignity over fear.

On 13 March, approximately 10,000 civilians protested against the russian
occupation. These peaceful demonstrations showed the world that Kherson does not
support the occupation.
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The russian army violently suppressed the peaceful protest using stun grenades and live
weapons against unarmed civilians. People were beaten in the streets and arrested
simply for speaking Ukrainian, carrying a flag, or expressing opposition.

Over 1,500 civilians were tortured by occupying forces in at least 13 known detention
sites, and around 50 deaths linked to abuse were documented. Former detainees
reported severe beatings, electric shocks, prolonged stress positions and other cruel
treatment. Many remain missing or unaccounted for - after being held incommunicado.

#BringKidsBackUA

Since the beginning of the occupation, the russian army began abducting and illegally
deporting Ukrainian children to russian regions. In October 2022, while retreating, the
russian army took 48 children from the Kherson institution, with none older than three
years old. Only 7 of those children have been returned as of 2025. The rest were placed
in different regions of russia for adoption.

e Over 20,000 Ukrainian children have been forcibly deported by russia.

e The whereabouts of many children are not shared with their families.

e Only ~2,000 children returned.

e The ICC issued warrants of arrest for Vladimir Putin and his Children’s Rights
Commissioner Maria Lvova-Belova, for the deportation of Ukrainian children

e In Jan 2024, the ICJ ruled that russia violated the anti-racial discrimination
convention by restricting Ukrainian-language education in occupied areas.

e More than 1.5 million children remain under occupation, where from playschool
onward they face indoctrination and militarisation
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Ukraine’s Liberation of Kherson
By the end of 2022, Ukrainians liberated almost 78,000 km?, ~52.5% of the territory
russia captured after February 2022.

11 November 2022, Kherson was liberated after almost 9 months of russian occupation.
As Ukrainian soldiers entered the city, residents poured into the streets waving blue-and-
yellow flags, embracing the troops, crying, singing, and thanking them for bringing
freedom back home. After months of fear and isolation, Kherson breathed again.

Destruction of Kakhovka Dam

6 June 2023, russian occupying forces blew up the Kakhovka Hydroelectric Power
Plant on the Dnipro River. The Kakhovka Dam was critical to southern Ukraine for
generating electricity, providing a water supply, and irrigating agricultural lands. The
destruction of the Kakhovka Dam is considered one of the largest man-made
environmental, humanitarian, and nuclear-safety disasters.

o ~18 km? of water were released, equivalent to 3,4 Gariep Dams

e 6 000 people in 80 towns and villages were in the disaster flood zone

e 600 km? of land was flooded, equivalent to 36.5% of Johannesburg

o estimated 60,509 buildings were flooded, a total area of 8,588,175 m?, comparable
to 1431 Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art buildings

o the cooling pool at Europe's largest nuclear power plant, the Zaporizhzhya Nuclear
Power Plant, was destroyed

By the end of June 2023, the Kakhovka reservoir had dried up, along with its network of
distribution canals.

e 1 million people lost access to drinking water

e 11,400 tons of fish died after draining the Kakhovka Reservoir

e 6 000 km? fields lost their irrigation supply



4 Years of the Full-Scale Invasion

Since the liberation of Kherson, the russian army has turned the city into a daily target of
terror. Every day and every night, Kherson is bombed with artillery, rockets, and drones.
Hospitals, schools, kindergartens, educational institutions, critical infrastructure, bus
stops, public transport, shops, apartment blocks, and private homes are deliberately
attacked.

"Human safari" is the deliberate targeting of civilians using weaponised drones.
In Kherson, the russian military deploys FPV drones to hunt individuals and instill fear. It
is a hybrid tactic combining terror, surveillance, and propaganda.

It qualifies as war crime and a crime against humanity. International humanitarian law
prohibits attacks intentionally directed against civilians or civilian objects to protect non-
combatants during armed conflicts.

Most residents were forced to flee, but around 60,000 people still live in the city. We
celebrate the extraordinary bravery and resilience of Kherson people. However, courage
alone cannot stop drones, missiles, and rockets.

Stop Human Safari! Save Kherson!

Kherson: Human Safari is a 2025 documentary directed and produced by a war
correspondent Zarina Zabrisky. Filmed inside the frontline city of Kherson, the 72-minute
film blends firsthand testimonies, original footage and personal narratives to chronicle
life from invasion and occupation through the city’s liberation and into the brutal “human
safari” phase, a tactic described by residents and human rights observers as terrorising
and constituting war crimes.

More info: https://khersonhumansafari.com/



