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To arrange an interview or comment from experts contact:

Olga Kononenko +27 64 619 22 or contact experts directly

Topic: FORCEFUL DEPORTATION OF UKRAINIAN CHILDREN TO RUSSIA &
" VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS DOCUMENTED IN UKRAINE

KATERYNA RASHEVSKA (rashevska@rchr.org.ua)

Kateryna Rashevska is a legal expert at the Regional Center for Human Rights and a Ph.D. fellow at Taras
Shevchenko National University. She authored the submission of the Regional Center for Human Rights
and the Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention to the International Criminal Court on crimes
committed against Ukrainian children by Maria Lvova-Belova and Vladimir Putin. She has also
contributed to the draft UN General Assembly resolution on the repatriation of illegally deported
children.

Topic: MILITARY SITUATION IN UKRAINE, THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO UKRAINE,
THE IMPACT OF THE RUSSIAN INVASION OF UKRAINE ON INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

DR TARAS ZHOVTENKO (zhovtenko@dif.org.ua)

PhD in National Security, International Security and Defense Analyst at Ilko Kucheriv “Democratic
Initiatives” Foundation, Associate Professor in National Security at the Ukrainian Catholic
University, Member of the Public Advisory Board of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine,

Author of more than 100 scientific publications and analysis papers in Ukrainian and
international journals.
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Topic: PROSPECTS FOR JUST PEACE IN UKRAINE - HOW UKRAINIANS ARE SEEING
THE END OF THE WAR

PROF OLEKSIY HARAN (haranov@gmail.com)

Oleksiy Haran is Professor of Comparative Politics at the National University of Kyiv Mohyla
Academy (UKMA). He is Founding Director of the UKMA School for Policy Analysis, and
Research Director at the Democratic Initiatives Foundation, a leading Ukrainian analytical and
sociological think tank. He is the co-editor of Constructing a Political Nation: Changes in the
Attitudes of Ukrainians during the War in the Donbas (2017), Ukraine in Europe: Questions and
Answers (2009), Russia and Ukraine: Ten Years of Transformation (Moscow 2003) and several
other books. His latest book is From Brezhnev to Zelensky: Dilemmas of Ukrainian Political
Scientist (2021).

In winter 2013-2014, Prof. Haran was a member of the Council of ‘Maidan’ movement. In
2014-2016 as a political scientist he spent several weeks at the frontline nearby Mariupol,
Luhansk, Avdiivka, and Donetsk airport. For 15 ye/ars he was a member of Public Council under
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine.

Topic: UKRAINIAN ART AND THE REFLECTION OF UKRAINIAN FIGHT FOR FREEDOM
IN MODERN UKRAINIAN ART

m

KATY ALESHYNA (aleshyna@gmail.com)

Ukrainian choreographer, director and co-founder of the Contemporary Dance Laboratory.
Kateryna is president of the NPO Ukrainian Association of South Africa (www.uaza.co.za)

Born in Ukraine, Kateryna was trained as a ballerina and received a degree in choreography. She
has over 15 years of experience teaching ballet and contemporary dancing and has spent the last
five years in South Africa. Her recent works include:

“The Forest” interactive performance for children | 2021 South Africa

“Show me your Christmas" poetry and dance performance | 2019 South Africa

“FENCE” contemporary dance performance | 2019 South Africa, 2018 Ukraine
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Topics: UKRAINIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY COOPERATION.
RESPONSES OF SOUTH AFRICANS TO THE WAR IN UKRAINE. JUST PEACE DIALOGUE.
INTERNATIONAL EVENT “STAND WITH UKRAINE"

DZVINKA KACHUR (Dzvinka.kachur@gmail.com)

Dzvinka Kachur is a co-founder of the NPO ‘Ukrainian Association of South Africa’ and has
been researching the Ukrainian community in South Africa. She is also a vice president of the
Ukrainian World Congress, responsible for communities on the African continent.

Since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Dzvinka has focused on South African
responses to the Russian war in Ukraine and on the influence of this war on the African
continent.

#StandWithUkraine
#BringOurKidsBack
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